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. Worker 


“ence Darrow, 


, and: little seems to have been 
“4 (Continned on Page, 2, Col. 2) 


| eae 7th, in a telegram Reepthed to 


. resentatives of District. Ceuncli 


for the  iitetee of Political Pris- 


| Bhs 


a This Tibos-Raad 
The CIO Drive Planned. 
In California 


WELL DONE 


WILLIAM GARRITY, U. - 8. 
Stee] worker and employe. 
representative who has- favor- 
ed cooperation with the Steel | 
_ Workers’ Organizing Commit- 
tee, congratulating Philip Mur- 
‘ray, SWOC director, on: the 
. CIO success in winning a con- 
tract _with Carnegie-Illinois 
Steel (U; S. Steel Corp). 


ts ged 


20 & dotuved I falian 
Manition ‘Trucks 


In Madrid 


MADRID—In the “fack of the 
diggest attack yet launched. with 
an, estimated 100,000 Italian 
troops in Spain, government arm- 
ies not only ‘turned’ back the 
Fascist assault on Guadalajara, 
but captured the Fascist held 
city of Cordoba in the South. 
‘The capture of Cordoba was 
announced; by the government 
radip station at Valencia. 

The counter-attack against the 
Italian troops at Guadalajara, 
northwest of Madrid, came after 
the Italian troops had started 


- For Me- 
titer 

eh on what is generally conceded to be 
their largest major offensive to 


date. + 
Leader The heavily motorized Italian 


army ‘units, using a largest 
amount: of German equipment, 
had rolled southward toward 
Madrid at a rapid rate captur- 


ing a series of smaller. loyalist 
it iS| outposts. + 


M achinis ts 
“Says Labor Can 
» Get Them Out 


E, F. Dillon, president of Ma- 
chinists’ Local 68, thinks. 


; > 


t or Ae labor, 1 a he,.counter-Bidack..ab.Guadal- 
take up “the fight for © ajara was-assisted’ by tanks arid’ 


of J, cM ‘McNamara - and Matthew 
A. Schmidt: . sr 

A reporter of. ‘the Western 
questioned Dillon: on 
these labor martyrs. 

“It has. always been time for) 
labor. to. fight for these and all 
labor prisoners,” was Dillon’s 
first remark. - 

“I have ‘met; Schmidt,” he ‘she 
ded, “but / not, ‘McNamara, 
Schmidt is a likeable man and 
a fine type of unionist. ‘When I 
was in Chicago last year I took 
up the question of the campaign 
for their freedom with Ed. 
Nockles of the Chicago Feder- 
ation of Labor and with. Clar- 
who | defended 
them at. the trial. 


“Since then, Nockles nas died, 


aircraft. Loyalists captured . one’ 
piece of heavy artillery, four 
anti-tank guns, fourteen machine 
‘fensnyed on Page 8, Col. 7) 


L. A. PEOPLE'S 
LOBBY ON COURT 


Support Proposals to Make |: 
Change 


LOS ANGELPS—In support of 
President Roosevelt’s proposed 
Supreme Court reforms, C.. R. 
Winkle, president of the Carpén- 
ters’ District Couricil and first 
vice-president’ of the California 
People’s Legislative - Conference, 
coat ae the following state- 


nthe California People’s Leg- 
|islative Conference is, whole- 


Invite La Guardia 
“To Sim pson Meet |: dent's, fs popiet Supreme Court 


gern adoption of this. plan is 
SAN FRANCISCO _Mayor La 


necessary,” hé declared. “The 
Guardia of New York City has progressive measures which’ the 
been invited ‘to attend and ad-' 


great majority of the people fa- 
dress a Lawrence Simpson anti- | ¥ 


vored in the recent presidential 
Nazi meeting at Dreamland Au- _— are not to be overrid- 
-ditorilum on Wednesday, April, “" ‘The California’ People’s Le- 
islative Confererice is urging all 
its members’ organizations which 
represent’ three-quarters of a 
million people in the State to 
pass resolutions urging their 
Representatives and Senators in 
‘Congress to vote on the Presi- 
dent's judicial reforms.” é 


Milk Price Jacked 
Up in East Bay 


him. | . 
The wire was, signe; by rep- 


No. 2, Maritime Federation of 
the Pacifi , the International La- 
bor. Def nse, “the. American 
- League Benge War and Fas- 
¢ism, . the. National League 


oners, 1 rs: of fhe. provis- 
‘jonal committee. arranging the 


_ meeting. . 
OAKLAND—East Bay workers 
Americ: n seaman 
Simpson, hele “a fin ig rose get another jolt in the already| against’ Silva Green’s 


eighteen. “months in Nazi jails, 
will. make his only. public ap-} 
pearance in San Francisco. ” 
“the pntetind Bese 


increase of one cent a quart in’ 
the ha of wine 


ENT STRIKE 


‘Trouser . workers won a 15] 
per cent wage increase after a| 
ie. ser iby. the: ‘United. Gar- 

nb nlasieott , s, 


April 27th, 
er the Act of Mar, 3, 


‘promises for a 10% wage increase 


administrator, 


slim pocketbook, with a new: suit against Fred Cairns, leader 


‘Iman was being. sup 


last ‘Friday. re- to. do with: Holman. 
- as oo Bas the 


1934 at the 


i 
OY 
| 
t 
| 


% 


SAN FRANCISCO, ‘CALIF. THURSDAY, 


FASCISTS BOMBED this church, While the F -anco propaganda ghine and the Hearst press 


get togethér on stories of loyalist atrocities in S pain, 


Fascist 4rti and. planes. bombed 


ery, 


churches, like this one in. Madrid. The govern mznt’s operations wre civilians and strike only 


at military objectives. . 


“10% WPA WAGE 
RAISE OR WE'LL 
STRIKE ON JOB” 


Three Counties 
Affected By Walkept | 


“SAN FRANCISCO — Broken 


may dring about a strike of all 
WPA workers in San Francisco, 
Contra Costa and Alameda Coun- 
ties. 

In addition ie. “the 10% wage 
increase, the Workers Alliance 
is demanding a halt to eee 
reductigns. 

William Lawson, state WPA 
Ralph G, Wads- 
worth, asst. director, and employ- 
ment director Emily Wooley 
were informed of the strike pos- 
sibility by a committee repre- 
senting WPA workers in the 
three counties. In¢reased living 
costs-led to the demands. 


Plan Mass Meet 
On “9 Old Men’ ° 


SAN FRANCISCO.—Details of 
a. mass meeting to. be held the 
night 6f March 31,in support of 
President Roosevelt’s plan to 
curb the Supreme Court, will be 
worked out by the San Francis- 
co Committee of the California 
People’s Legislative Conference 
at a meeting Wednesday, March 
17, 8°p: m., at Scofish Rite Au- 
ditorium. 

Regularly elected delegates, as 
well as newly elected delegates 
and observers, are to attend. 


Jury Decision For 
Vigilante Head 


SACRAMENTO. LA prejudiced 
jury here on. Monday decided 
$25,000 


rs 


‘of the tar and feather mob in 
Santa Rosa, 


enry Schmidt 


item sta that 
Sr ged tw ri 


_lof the ILA had 


open-shop outfit. 
tion. denied that, it ‘hed anything 


The. letter. w 
Council. | 


i" 


Blast 


Would Be 


; Plumas Strike 


‘ide, Cie to. the Wrong Place|| 


1 ‘aah _ peaiicmsco-tiayos tee Western Worker had earried an 
: Industrial Assn. had the crust to 


EAST BAY LABOR 


WILL DRAW UP 
New Oil LABOR PLANKS| 


Stea Candidates ‘to to ‘Pledge Before 
cing adem 


Standard } Would Get, | OAKLAND. — Meeting | before 


Eee Maer Steen eh 


$5,000,000 Worth the primary elections for the 
. first time in 20 years, the Ala- 
For $505,952 meda County Non-Partisan Poli- 
tical Federation of Labor last 
SACRAMENTO — A proposal | Saturday night voted to draw 
by Standard Oil Company that}up a minimum platform, to 
it pay the State Ohly $505,952|} which candidates must (pledge 
for oil it has pirated from the|themselves before receiving the 
state-owned Huntington Beach) Federation’s endorsement. 
tidelands smells so - bad that | In previous years, the Federa- 
many of the legislators have! tion met after the primaries and 
been moved to protest. endorsed “the best of the |worst” 
Legislative committees which| candidate.left in the finals, 
had probed the outrageous rob-}'- A. policy committee of 17 was 
bery of: oil drained by private} elected to draw up a labor plat- 
companies off state oil pools re-| form, after a motion to) ei 
fused to approve the agreement] (Continued on Page’ 2, Col. . 


reached with Standard re 4 ; 
State Finance Director A.. E. | 
Appeal Verdict 
i. By 8. i | 
Against Pickets 


Stockburger. 
. 


Senator Culbert Olsen of Los | 
Angeles described. the proposal 

SAN FRANCISCO.—Notice of 
appeal of the conviction of nine 


as giving Standard Oil over $5,- 
000,000 worth of oil and gas for 

.anti-Fascists who picket d the 
German consulate in behalf of 


the trivial sum agreed on by 

Stockburger. 
Spanish Democracy, was | sched- 
uled to be filed at the time of 


Sacto. Endorses 
ie : 
Field Labor Plan sentence Thursday morning in 
b Judge Foley’s court, Hall of Jus- 


“=F tCe 
SACRAMENTO—With nearly} at the same time ‘Mestiey 
200 members attending, the Sac-+ George Anderson will seek writs 
ramento Agricultural Workers’\of habeas corpus for four of 
local, AFL affiliate, has voted! the pickets who. were cited for 
approval. of the program adopt-| contempt of court because, in 
ed by the recent State Federa- 


accordance with their) legal 

tion-sporisored agricultural con-| rights, they refused to give their 

ferehce in San Francisco. addresses fat the. benefit of fur- 
Under auspices of Agricultur- 


ther vigilante and police ibrutal- 
al local (20241, meetings were 


ity. 
held last’ Sunday in Isleton and| The nine, who picketed 
Walnut Grove to discuss wage 


call of the Amer ~ 
demands in asparagus. 


‘Against War and 
found “guilty” of “ref 
SAN FRANCISCO—A iestink move on.” When the j 
of the entire constitutional com- 
mittee of the State Agricultural 
Conference was held last Sun- 
day to consider the preliminary. 
draft of a constitution for a state 
‘agricultural charter. ‘ 


extent - “leniency” 
could be reached. 
one J those - convict 


" PORTOLA, Plumas County at 


Federal. Mediator Walter Matt: wakenednon: cr 


arbitrate the strike Bs aed eo interpreted 

e|tory and’ planing mill employees| 7, E, 

of the Feather River Lumber Co.| i 

The strike is at) Delleker, = § | of 

The 90. nee babe been coreg | re 
March 1, 


MARCH 18, 1937. 


ginally disagreed, Judge Foley 
virtually promiséd that he would 
if. a verdict 


hewsonis here in an attempt to| followers: qurougtiont 4 the | country | ¢ 
eted sentencitig of | Dr, 


PEOPLE’S CHAMPION OF LIBERTY, PROGRESS- AND PEACE 


New Wave of | Sit- 
downs in Drive For 
Organization 


As- the nation-wide wave of 
strike struggles continued in full 
intensity in-the fight for higher 
wagés and organization of the 
unoranized the CIO United Auto- 
mobile Workers Union obtained 
final settlement of its main de- 
mands on General Motors. 

Lightening of the speed-up and 
granting of seniority are among 
the demands won: The final 
agreement gives the CIO union 
sole recognition in 17 plants 
which were recently struck. 


The Auto Strikes 


A-new Danbury. Hatters case 
was threatened against Chrysler 
auto strikers in Detroit, - when 
Sheriff’s officers-served on thou- 
sands of sitdown strikers an in- 
junction ordering them to evacu- 
ate nine Dodge-Chrysler plants 
or else face a $10,000,000 fine to 
be levied egaingt all their be- 
lon ings. ' 

e strikers’ “are™ qrembers: of 
the CIO United Auto Workers’ 
Union. 

“Washington and Oregon lead- 
ers of the Sawmill and Lumber 
Workers’ Union delayed a strike 
call which wotld affect 75,000 


SCATHING BLAST 
AT SHIP BILL 


Fight on Guffey Bill is Urged 
By Unions 


SAN FRANCISCO—The Mari- 
time Federatiors Council No. 2, 
is on record sharply condemning 
the Guffey “Ship Labor Act.” 

The proposed act, now before 
congress, is.,nothing but a com- 
pulsory arbitration attempt, ac- 
cording to the Council. 

Its various provisions are care- 
fully calculated to limit the 
growth of the maritime unions. 
The Council’ describes it as a 
counterpart of the infamous 
Railway Labor Act, and calls on 
all labor bodies to condemn ‘it 
and all :similar measures pend- 
ing, which are of a Fascist na- 
tung; % 


Douglas Victory 
Enhances CIO 
Union Prestige | 


SANTA MONICA.—The Doug- 
las. Aircraft Co. on’. Monday 
agreed to bar all discrimination 
against Auto. Workers’. Union 


reached. 


SANTA . MONICA.—With 
strike at the Douglas Aircraft 
Company ended here the even- 
‘ng. of March 11 with important 
zoncessions won for all workers, 
union men were laying plans to 
tighten their organization not 
only in the Douglas and North- 
rup plants, -but throughout the 
ontire aircraft’ industry. 

Big Gains 

Pointing to the definite gains 
won by the strikers, the nego- 
tiating committee, headed -by 
Dick Coleman, organizer of the 
Automobile Workers of America, 
reported the following __ basic 
pei nts: that had been; achieved: 

40-hour week; time ands 
half for overtime; double time 


for holidays; no layoffs to make 


up for overtime; two hours’ pay 
for men who are asked to re- 
port to work, but who are_ not 
needed after they report; sen- 
iority rights; a five-cent per hour 
wage increase; and arbitration of 
all disputes by a board.of three 
consisting of one representative 
from the CIO, one from the 
Douglas Company and one neu- 
tral person, 

It has been reliably reported 
that: although Douglas had 
throughout the several days o 
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3) 


Curran Praises Big 
Victories of C10 


SAN FRANCISCO. — Atlantic 
coast seamen have been greatly 
impressed by‘ the repeated suc- 
cesses of the Committee for In- 


dustrial Organization, says Joe 


Curran, East Coast rank and file 
seamen’s leader, here in connec- 
tion with East-West Coast. sea- 
men’s problems. 

“The. rank and file of ee In- 
ternational Seamen’s Union is 
for industrial unionism,” Curran- 
said. oie 


Complete the Press a td 


JOT IMAGINATION, but plain 

_ Serious activity. must be undertaken to raise the money nec 

essary to sustain the Western and Daily Worker. — 
‘Only two weeks remain to collect $3589.09. 

‘Seika ice tbe Maal bust met aulens cae elias 


way as those who have actually 
ar Worker to continue and to i 


paign which are lagging, really bestir themselves 


tts every resource strained 
r that the ‘Western. Worker be 


Week! 


figures show: that immediate and 


dt the cam: 

in the same 

Se oe 
, ; the 


"Why the Fight For Jim. | 
5 MeNeintare 3 is All Labor’ s 
Fight—See Below 


a eee 


Goeson 


members, as: final settlement was. 


the 


- « 
Ps 


Price Five Cents 


‘BC 


SOF. Liber: Council | 


Seats CIO Textile 
Workers Local 


Latest developments in the 
struggle for unity of the Amer- 
ican labor movement and in the 
great CIO drive to organize the 
nation’s 40,000,000 unorganized. 
include: 

LOS ANGELES. —Questioning 
at last Friday’s meeting of the“ 
Labor Council here, \of minutes 


of the previous meeting as they 


appeared in the “Citizen”, which 
declared ‘ the. Council had con- 
curred in Green’s letter. tanta- 
mount to expulsion, of CIO tin- 
ions. The vote at the previous 
meeting had definitely rejected 
Green’s: letter. 

The Green letter was defeated 
with the adoption.of an amend- 
ment under whieh amendment 
the reactionaries’ proposal not to 
support the Douglas strike was 
turned down. The reactionaries 
had included the Green ‘letter : 
with their proposal on Douglas; 


30 that the adoption . of. the 
amendinént meant’ defeat of the | 


Green letter. 
CIO’ Union Seated 

SAN FRANCISCO—Seating by. 
the Central Labor Council of the» 
new Tubbs Cordage United Tex- 
tile Workers local, despite the 
fact that Green has ordered. the 
(Continued. on Page. 2,: Col. 1) 


MOONEY WIRES 


Urges Mass Prisdine in Fight 


For Pardon 


Tom Mooney has wired the 
'nternational Labor Defense as 
‘ollows: 


March 15, Western Union 
Klaine Black 
{International -Labor Defense 
1005 Market, Room 410 
San Francisco, California 


We have splendid chance pass< 
ing pardon resolution California 
Senate if sufficient time allowed. 
Tremendous campaign under way. 
which reactionaries fear. They 


demand immediate action before, © : 


force of pressure is felt.. Parder 


resolution vote set for Tuesday : 


March 16 all possible speed ne-. 
cessary.” Exert pressure on the 
lieutenant governor George’ J. 
Hatfield, senate chairman; - urge 
sufficient time for Mooney ad- 
herents to properly present case . 
in. open public hearing -senate. 
Marshal all possible pressure” 
on Hatfield, . overwhelm him 
with letters, telegrams, resolu- 
tions of individuals, organiza. 
tions and influential perecnt: 
Warmest 2s coun 


Tom Mooney 
- Drivers Back 


ea 


SAN DIEGO—Drivers who hed “a 


struck two San Diego | 
panies have returned to work 
pending outcome of corferences 
on their protest against rates of 
50 cents to $1 a te: 
rg sta new schedules. 


‘Delay Due to. 


i com- 


ae i 


Seagate see 


OO ERIE AIRE LOLS RAN BS ORE I th Sa 


ce amen, 


SF AR A Pee typ hee 


ser wneedly acs 38 


= 


. Prisoners Forced to Sleep on 


Cold C ement F loors 


Los’ ba aNGeEEN— six aieeabets of .a Priece Relief “Gecaeatioe 


€ 
ap 


=, 


PCy 


Pe of the International Labor Defense were given the “run around” | 


by Chief Jailor of the notorious Lincoln Heights jail, Roy Steckel, 
Thursday, March 11, when they called to ventess the Fascist-like 


treatment given the. prisoners. 
With  “Steckel einyenisntly ¢ 


, “out” the committee left its 
Tesolution and immediately drew URG 3 F IG T 
up ‘a registered letter to be sent 


a to -Steckel, making an appoint- 
--ment for Thursday, March 18, 
Machinists’ See, er 


pat 3 ‘which time t e committee | 
Says’ Labor Can 


‘will, ask varioug representative 

progressive organization to join 
in its protest. 

“The resolution presented. by 

the committee “follows: 

Visiting Hours Cut 

" WHERBAS: The visiting hours 

Y prisoners have *been cut down | 

from eight to three hours 


a ° 
week; and Get Him Out 
> WHEREAS: It is. impossible 
for the hundreds of prisoners ‘in (Continued from Page 1) 


the jail, to have reasonable in- 

terviews with their relativés and | done in: the way of organizing a 

friends. in such a short time and |labor campaign. 

“under “such crowded Sen RO “It must not be thought that 

and. nothing has been done through 
‘WHEREAS: The public is in-|legal processes, but the fact is 

convenienced and forced to stand | that they will have to depend on 

ity line .for hours in order to see |the labor movement. 

a prisoner for a few moments;| The Western Worker was ‘anx-. 


and ious to get the comments of a 
- WHEREAS: The. purpose of 4! progressive labor leader on this 


term in prison is, not to punish | important matter. which has been 
but to fit the prisoner for fu- neglected since reactionary labor 
ture usefulness to society; and leaders first turned their bagks 

WHEREAS: Prisoners. are now | 5, McNamara, after he had been 
not allowed to have fruit, candy | tricked by false promises to 
or any comforts | sent in to prem plead guilty of the Los Angeles 
and /Times dynamiting in 1911. 


: “Do you think,” Dillon was 
WHEREAS: It is reported to asked, “that sentiment for, the 


us. that prisoners are actually) ooo3. 
of McNamara = and 
forced to sleep on cement OEE: Schmidt ‘could be effectively 


started if locals of the trade un- 
ions would pass resolkttions on 
the question and urge legislators 
to go on record for their release 
ag they. have gone on record in 


J 


Sleep on Floors 


SiR 


WHEREAS: We know that the 
fod given .to these prisdners 
will not sustain their health dur- 
ing even,+a short period; and 

WHEREAS: ‘Such treatment as : 
is irre ha above is a deliberate ne case of Tom Mooney Zi 
violation of human rights: Certainly,” was Dillon’s im- 
EFORE, WE DEMAND: | Mediate answer. 


“THER 
That two visiting days ajweek| “And it must not be forgot- 


v4 


tae 


i 


be restored to ‘the prisoviéfs and | ten,” he added, “that. legislators 
that they. be permitted to receive} are showing themselves to be a 
the few ‘comforts previously al-| gréat’ deal ‘more responsive than | 
lowed them. they have been in the past.” 
“I wonder what causes that?” 
The reporter smiled and so 
a) i 0 4 did Dillon. 
‘fl rg nize ‘jabor should work with any 

segs gale bie says he’s for free- 

7 in om of, labor prisoners,” Dillon 
LA. Industries continued, “but we know well 

; 4 A enough that some who voted in 

it t. the assembly for the Mooney 
(Continued from Page: 1) pardon are no more sympathetic 

now than they were before. nove. 

Textile workers union expelled} Dillon ‘did not think’ that the 

as a CIO union, die-hard open shop attitude of 

In addition, the Labor Council the Times and of Los -Angeles ! 
here has endorsed the Mine, Mill| M@techants. and Manufacturers 

“and ‘Smelter Workers (CIO) | should be used as an apology for 

drive to organize the Nevadalnot having started a campaign 

Geunty gold ‘miners, Alemada|tor McNamara and Schmidt 

County Council. had already done sooner. ; 
ee, this. 66 ” : 66 

“LOS ANGELBS. — Announce- stint Picci ite rattan 

ment by CIO of a.drive to or- for their im 

: : ; prisonment, but the 
ganize 20,000 Los ‘Angeles rub-|.ame is true of ‘all labor pris- 

bér, steel and cotton garment is P 

_workers..The great Douglas Air- oners. Fhe reason why they are 

craft. victory is’ -ex tee not free, er that a campaign is 

¢ pec ed to #8 not bein id f h f s 
cilitate, this job. e waged for their free 
dom, is- simply that they have 
“WASHINGTON: William | been novienet,” 
Green ~is going forward with| it he the much-vaunted en- 
2. for a vapecial emergency | ota Dillon relersea: 10 seven 
‘L, gonvention to expel iS Renae 
GIO unions, Green and the exe- | Successes af the labor move- 
ee -eouncil have now’ defin-| Ment ‘there. 
itely. shown: themselves ‘as the The new trend in labor af- 
ones ‘out to‘ split the American |fairs,. very noticeable at the 
Tabor movenient. present. time, no doubt enhances 
Green has sent organizers into|the possibilities for freedom of 

- many fields to.spike CIO organ- | all labor and class war prisoners. 
igation “drives and to set up dual , The result is a trend toward lib- 

unions. (eralism in ‘the legislatures, and 

“In Len Angetes Labor Connell politicians jare .showing thém- 
omega td sat carrying out|selves a great deal more respon: 
such plans o Green, has moyed | sive. 

t§ get the United Automobile “The coordination and crystal- 
| Workers Union declared ineligi- lization of the efforts of liberal 
We to operate in the aireraft/and labor groups, if it contin- 

Wants. He has filed suth a con-|\ues;)can bring results that are. 
ee, eed Reap Pe ee. fae limit.” i 
assach e ‘state as well as the local o 

federation of labor has dealt| which he is head, are firmly on 
: Green a. serious ‘rebuff, refusing | record in favor of a labor party. 

to. carry out: Green’s orders ,to| “I firmly; believe,” he said, 

war upon the CIO drive to or-)“that “labor should never stop 
@pnize -the Hew Arcot shoe fighting for the prisoners who 
indu: spel have | gone to, jail for. work in its 
ive ” the ‘siate “feder-| : 


Ernest 


J Ines all. these labor is really |1 
ring 2 on an effective fight. 


i 


ison and further iso- | 
never peas i 


Invites PRG clas Orecniiottone to Join; | 


EAST BAY LABOR 


at 


on this issue by the several thou- 


mined fight ..wi 
reinstate the 38. 


denied he had ever caused men 
to be fired for. union activities, 
when; at the same time, i 
been definitely established, 
opposite was true by numerous 
affidavits filed with .the Fed- 
era, Labor Board by the dis- 
aah tly ‘workers, 


athe union is the most feasible. 
‘way to prevent him from back- 
sliding on promises’ included in 
the’ agreement. *- 
Poultry Producers | 


In Efforts, to ihent 
Stoolies i in. Union 


McNamara and Schmidt a 


SIDNEY HILLMAN, president 
of the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers, who heads the CIO 
Textile Workers’ Organizing 
Committee, in charge of the 
drive to organize 1,250,000 tex- 
tile and garment workers. 


WILL DRAW UP 
LABOR PLANKS 


Candidates to Pledge Before 
Receiving Endorsement 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the platform drawn up by 
previous policy committee was 
defeated 62-49. The committee 
will present the new platform 
at the Federation meeting next 
Saturday night. at Carpenters’ 
Hall. | 


> 


Communists in Elections 


OAKLAND.—The Communist 
Party of Alameda County has 
announced two candidates for of- 
fice in the Oakland municipal 
elections this spring—David Ad- 
ams, who will. oppose incum- 
bent Auditor Harry G. Williams; 
and Herbert Schultz, for City 
Council, District 6, against James 
A. De Paoli, incumbent. 

Adams is a member of the 
Union of Professional Workers. 
Schultz is the former Epic exe- 
cutive secretary here, and in 
1935 ran for councilman-at-large 
with Communist Party endorse- 
ment, 

The Communist Party had also 
indorsed Vane V. Dart, of Car- 
penters’ Local 36, a leading pro- 
gressive in the labor movement?’ 


who is running for school direc- 


tor against George W. Hatch 

William Wilkerson, of the Na- 
tional Negro Congress, for coun- 
cil against incumbent James H. 
Quinn, 


With Big Gains 
(Continued from Page 1) 
| negotiations refused to- re-em- 
ploy the 347 sit-downers, he fin- 
ally capitulated and agreed that 
all might return to work, except- 
ing 38 men, whom he charged 
with violence and sabotage. 
- Although the 38 men have ‘not 
been named, it) is hinted they 
are members of the strike. com- 
mittee. Inasmuch as Douglas, at 
the time he agreed to recognize 
the union, promised there would 
is | be no discrimination among the 


men. for union activities, the 
generally expressed resentment 


that a deter- 


sand workers is 
1 be waged! to 


Sincé Douglas has ccmatenies 


had 


the common 
derstanding is that a broad | 


ts wa ees 
“By a Worker Se | 
PETA sUMA--They have 


ns 


gonized the Epics Producers and COmoNer:: 


Seat Mooney, Warren Billings, ve : vy : 
2 Fr, : Conner, the Modesto bags Pee) 


| But It Wasn't “Jaat lerrorized by brutal 


junder fire from the Industrial 


pt 


*|selves through Senator Rich of 


the 


cae 


WESTERN WORKER: 


policemen. 

The Red Squad Shows Up 
' When sympathetic friends 
moved her furniture back into 
the house, members of| the Red 
Squad came and arrested Mrs. 
Harris and her older girl and 
took them to the Newt on Street 
Police Station. 

Releasing her at sel ' o'clock 
in the evening, the “r id squad- 
ers” told her: “If you are not 
out by midnight, we'll ¢ome and 
throw you out.” | 

Friends made ‘a small collec- 
tion for her and papier a hotel 
‘room for the night, 


“An Error of 
Judgment” 


Join in Condemning 
Pomeroy Action 


‘SAN FRANCISCO — Himself 


Accident Commission, Joseph B. 
Strauss, chief engineer for the 
Golden Gate Bridge and High- 
way District stuck to his guns 
in the charge that overloading 
of cast aluminum; side ~ plates 
caused the death of 10 men on 
the Golden Gate Bridge over. 
two weeks ‘ago. 

No “Error in Judgment” 

Strauss’ findings made La- 
borers Union, 261, in whose ranks 
most of the dead men were, 
more determined than ever to 
see that the guilty persons are 
properly punished. 


Where union members disagree | 
with Strauss is in his statement 
that the deficiency blamed by 
Strauss was caused by “an error 
in judgment.” 

Such findings tends to absolve} 
the Pacific Bridge Co, of guilt 
in disregarding human ‘lives for 
the sake of greater profit. 


OAKLAND OUT TO 
END PICKET LAW 


private relief agencies follow- 
ing State Relief. Administrator 
Harold Pomeroy’s brutal ruling 
throwing 1500 so-called transient 
unemployables onto the streets 
to starve. 

Agencies like Travelers’ Aid 
Society, Jewish .and Catholic 
charities, the Salvation Army, 
are swamped with work this 
week trying to provide food and 
shelter for these needy persons 
whom the arrogant relief a 
ministrator has denied even the 
basic fundamentals of life. 

Thrown In Streets 
‘I’m not willing to set people 


ROW dowh in the street. I can’t look 
into faces of women who are 


Despite Nevada C County Vigi- sick and tell them they've got 
lante Threats to go and jump off a bridge,” 


angrily i asi Mrs: oe 
Wysor Smith, executive secre- 
GRASS VALLEY. _| Dischiaeal tary of the Travelers’ Aid. | 
of over 100 gold’ miners trom | “During the fifteen years’ 
Nevada City and Grass Valley have been in this work, some 
gues, threats by vigilantes of! oublic agency has taken care of 
ble a County — this has the non-resident and. transient 
ailed to halt the O Mine, 
Mill and Smelter Workers Union 
determination to organize the 
mining industry in. this area. 


indigents. This is the first; time 
they have -been thrown over to 
The CIO union already has 1000- 
of the 2000 miners of this coun- 


the private agencies and wé are 
swamped.” 


iS. F. Suecess Encourages | try. St ik W K 
Hopes in East Ba Empire, .North Star, | | Maryland rll ¢. 1ave eeps 
oe y and Murchie mines +i among " 
: those to have dismissed the min- Up lt i te ty 
OAKLAND. — Labor and all] ®"*: S pnt St . 


O. E. Schiffner, manager of the 
Lava Cap mine, called a meet- 
ing of nearly 300 employees and | 
warned them against pining the 
CIO union. 

He boosted the company union 
Mine Workers Protective Lea- 
gue, which has just put up 
bluff of asking a $1 a day wage 
increase. ) 

Men between the ages 

and 45 are being mobilized 
against the CIO union for the 


progressive citizens of Oakland 
too have a fight on their hands 
to abolish an anti-picket ordin- 
ance. And the success gaihed in 
San Francisco has sent Oakland 
labor’s hope of repeal skyward. 

Repeal of the anti-picket law 
here comes before voters on the 
April 20 municipal primary elec- 
tion ballot, as Amendment No. 5. 

Superior Judge Tyrell’s ruling 
last week that provision of Berk- 


(Cont. from Page 1) — 
orkers, while a ‘compromise 
wage increase proposal was con- 
| sidered. 

Waiters and waitresses tied up 
the big Statler. Hotel and three 
other big hotels in Detroit, in a 
sitdown strike for higher wages. 

A strike of 1300 Midcontinent 
sof 25 Oil Co. workers in Oklahoma 
was avoided when the CIO won 
its first big victory in the oil 


ley’ inai i i 
peaceful picketing ere illegal| “Nevada County Emergency Pat-| 2dustry with settlement of al 
5 : . rol.” © 
srl aa she -Caklend | "ine ” Sacramento ‘Federated | !°”- 

Trades Council has hit the for-| ‘Nearly 70,000 Chrysler, Reo 


mation of this vigilante group.f}@%d Hudson auto workers are 
Last Sunday Pat Lyden, CIO | strike. 

organizer, addressed a mass} Two hundred girls in two F 

meeting. of the miners. ‘He blast-}&, W .Grand 5 and 10 cent 

ed the vigilantes. stores began a sitdown strike in 
Other speakers were John, C.|New York, for a $20 weekly 

Williams, who was prominent in| ™inimum_ wage. 

the Western Federation of Min-| Over 21,000 Tennessee Coal 

ers; Charles Bingman, Sacramen- | 4d Iron miners in Alabama have 

to _Warehousemen’ s Union presi-| threatened a strike for recogni- 

dent; J. F. McCorkle, Sacramen-|tion of the. Mine, Mill and 

to Carpenters; John R. McFay-| Smelter Workers Union. 

den, Sacramento Molders; Thom-| _ The attack in Niles, Alameda 

as French, once secretary of County, by Deputy Sherrifs on 


CONTEST SHAW 
OX TOM MOONEY 


Exceptions Filed As Fight 
Looms in State Senate 


SACRAMENTO A battle 
around the legislation pardon for 
Tom Mooney loomed in the State’ 
Senate, beginning on Tuesday. 
Reactionary opponents of the 
Mooney pardon expressed them- 


Labor, and now a constable at | S@Ty Co. was another in the 
Newcastle; Mrs. J. 0. Green, a| Series of unwarranted attacks on 
-miner’s lhe. strikers in that county. State 

The new Twin Cities miners’ Highway eereede i Pi eg 
«“ loca] elected Reed Robinson pres- ! UES ciuobed and injure plcK- 
ess pe pet er main ih sia ident: and John Sherwood tae 3 who were treated by Dr. 

Against such an. attitude pro- | etary. Franklin Bissél. A Labor Coun- 


ponents of a Mooney. pardon Ai COmnstiee was formed Mon- 
have been marshalling their Anna L. Strong to ay*to protest this brutality. 
Talk on Spain 


forces. The Remington-Rand Corp., 
_ SAN 


Marysville, who exclaimed: 


Meanwhile Mooney’s counsel, where 6000 employees in an AFL 
| federal union have b trike 
George T. Davis, filed, in the union een on strike 


wich i for many months in six plants 
state supreme court, a list of ex- in New York, Ohio and Connec- 
ceptions to the findings of Ref- 7 


ticut, has been ordered by the 
eree A. E. Shaw, denying Moon- “The| Labor Relations Board to cease 
ey’s year-long petition for a ha- 


intimidation of union members, 


FRANCISCO — 
Spanish’ people do not want to 


beas corpus writ. - fight. They have been invaded|@nd to end its company union. 
Exceptions are based on | the| 54 are still being inyaded.” ‘In Philadelphia 500 workers 
following counts: — Anna Louise Strong, just|im the Franklin-Seder Depart- 


1—It is contrary to law to ap- returned from Spain, | told this ment Store started a_ sitdown 


point a referee to hear a writ to a banquet meeting h n strike because the company vio- 
of habeas corpus, and that the advance 7 the im Duin lated an agreement, 

court should have heard the pe- which she will address Thurs- ‘In Philadelphia also, 1800 
tition itself. building supply truck drivers 


day night, March 18, at Dream- 
land Auditorium. 

Her subject at Dreamland wil 
be “Democracy or Fascism,” as 
it is related to the st uggle go- 
ing on in Spain. 

American League Sponsorship 

The meeting is. sponsored by 
the American League Against 
War and Fascism. It will be 

~ | presided over by John 'D. Barry, 
of Central California 100.percent,.| columnist on the San | Francisco 
and they aré having a meeting |News. Admission price awill be 


2—All of the referee’s 41 find- 
ings were against Mooney. 

3—All findings of Mooney’s 
counsel were disregarded. ‘ 

4—The testimony of Ed Nolan, 
Billings and Mrs. Rena Mooney 
was. ignored. 
5—Referee Shaw had a pre- 
eptrcaytien. of the case, ~ 


have struck. In that city 800 
| Pennsylvania Sugar Refinery Co. 
workers are en strike. 

/10,000 continue on strike ‘in 
the Akron Ohio rubber plants, 
for union recognition. 

A sitdown strike of 250 girl 
workers has begun .n the Stan- 
dard Cigar Co., Pittsburg, Pa. 


Report $200,000 


> 


to plot against the organization |25 cents and 40 cents. é tT | 
of the teamsters and the ware-|~ Following her return from “Payoff Sought 
housemen here. ~ .: Spain Miss Strong has written a 


The management has" demoted series of articles for the liberal ‘SACRAMENTO. —State legis- 
five of their straw bosses in| and labor “press and, spoken in lators—thus far unnamed—have 
order to get them into the union |many cities and towns against de bids to officials of the 
to stool ‘pigeon, including Carl] the “neutrality”: legis! ation and|Santa Anita race track to kill 
Pow, Hans Guels, Erita Raa dae the. reactionary actions of the} a bill granting an additional’ Los 
" state department whi ch have Angeles County race track per- 
aided the Fascists. . mit, for a sum of $200, 000, it was 
; “Neutrality pacts are not neu- reported here. 
i |tral at all,” she sai at the re-| 
! ‘Fra | banquet. ‘pa 


di 


P. a a ee eats | 
see paige ti ar own ‘numbers of men and 1 
TL Gan | FRCNa Worth. amt 


mee Ba ail pm no eharges eee 


Charity Ci Also | 


the Avisoan State Federation of| Strikers at the California Nur-: 


[25 Years Ape 


General Electric the iy con- 
trol 60. par Bone of dev. 


‘Similar overt have been eo 
id to those sdeking an addi-| = 


TO — Two weeks nf 


Worker Publlahers, the pam- 
phlet will sell for e cents. 


LOS ANGELES — Storms of|'} 
protest are coming from local’ 


All ee lacar Workers 
To Be Organized | 
In One Union 


MADRID—Merger of the two 
great trade ‘union organizations 
of Spain is definitely scheduled, 
following the close association 
of the memibership of the two 
organizations in the course of 
common. fight in defense of 
| Prine against Fascism. 

The unions are the. Anarchist 
C.N.T. (National Labor Confed- 
[ONT and the U.G.T. (General 
Workers’ Union) led by Socialist 
Premier Largo Caballero. 

Already in Cabinet 

(Representatives of the Anar- 
chist unions have ‘been . 
Cabellero cabinet and 
government of Catalonia 
some time. 

An article in the official Anar- 
chist newspaper said, ‘Without 
the union of the proletariat the 
workers will never win the. war.” 

Announcement - of 
coming unification 0 


in the 
for 


pace since the Faseist insurrec- 
tion began last August. 

The Anarchists discarded their 
prejudice against political action 
when they participated in the 
elections of February, 1936, 
which gave the oe Front 
a majority. 

Widely Discussed 

Later their representatives en- 
tered the government officially 
while the discussion was carried 
on in all parts of the labor 
movement on the unification of 
the two unions. In many places 
they were already. junified:: on’ 
a local scale when the general 
announcement came. 


Recently the four Anarchist 
representatives in: the Cabellero 
government extended a new vote 
of confidence in the-government 
and.in Caballero himself. This 
algamation of the unions, indi- 
algamation of the unions, indi- |! 
cates that the unity of the Span- 
ish people against Fascism is 
more complete than ever before. 


Spanish Loyalists 
Capture Cordoba 


(Continued from P. 1) 
puns and -a number of Italian 
upply trucks, Twenty of the 
latter were ‘brought to Madrid 
to demonstrate the fact that they 
were of Ialian manufacture. 

Despite the huge Fascist. mo-|. 
bilization, the capture of Cordoba 
indicates that the government 
is continuing to take the initia- 
tive and to spread the front of 
battle. 

In this the government is con- 
tinuing a campaign begun short- 
ly after the fall of Malaga, when 
the offensive was renewed on a 
large scale at Oviedo and on a 
wide semi-circle south of Ma- 
drid. Last week, government 
troops were reported as. having 
entered outskirts of Toledo and 
threatening the capture of . the 
city itself, 

Many lives were reported lost 
on both sides when the govern- 
ment beat back the Fascists at 
Guadalajara. Among them was 
an 18 year old American, Joseph 
Seligmann, from Louisville, Ky. 


MARCH 20 


WASHINGTON. Focuniaaleis 
of Corporations Knox reported 
10 great groups of . interests, 


in the 


ae forth- 
the, two 
unions seals the unity of action 
that has been growing at a fast 


clares that 
. ‘Party has 
: ugh A aenes 


LOS ANGELES.—An Mbit: 
leaflet, clearly setting forth its 


} position in the coming municipal * 


elections, and urging upon the 
ple of Los Angeles united po- 
fitical action, has been issued: by 
the County Committee of the 
Communist. Party. — 


Headed: “Make your vote - 
count on April 6th,” the state- 
ment urges; ' 


“Vote in defense of your in- 
terests—for the daily life needs 
of the common people of Los 

Angeles.” 

For Labor’s! Rights! 

Pointing out the vicious and 
ruthless forces at work in Los 
Angeles to prevent \labor from 
organizing, from achieving a 
betterment in its living standards 
‘—the M. and M., Chamber of 
Commerce, the reactionary: city 
officials, Shaw and payin ie 
elaflet declares: 


“Labor has a right to organ- 
ie! Labor has a right to strike 
and picket in the fight to es- 
tablish a decent American stan- 
dard of living!” 

With civil rights continnally 
betrayed by the Shaw-Davis ad- 
ministration, with 38,000 Negro’ 
people living in: constant oppres- 
sion by .brutal city police, the 
statement calls upon the people, 
Negro and white alike, to “fight 
for full ecoromic and political 
rights of the Negro people.” 


Defeat “Boss-Picked” Men 


Stressing the need for elect- 
ing candidates who truly repre- 
sent the people, rather than 
““boss-picked” men, the leaflet 
states: “Use politics for your own 
interests!” 


“Let us make a change! Let 
us use politics to ‘advance our 
own needs! This can be done 
only if all labor, progressive and 
liberal forces — the people at 
large—the workers, profession- 
als, small business men, students, 
Negro, women and youth—will 
unite in one powerful people's 
movement for independent polit- 
ical action—independent of Big 
Business. 


“Phat is why the Communist 
Party .has stressed the urgent 
need of such ‘independent polit- 
ieal action on the part of labor, 
the progressive and liberal forces 
in. the present municipal elec- 
tions. e 
» A considerable part of the la- 
ber movement and ‘the ‘progres- 
sive forces, recognizing this 
{ need, attempted in this election 

i to establish united political ac- 
tion. 

' Steps Toward Unity 

“As a result of their activity, 
unity has been established in a 
number of councilmanic districts 
and around some city-wide can- 
didates. 

“Fhe Communist Party hails 
these first steps toward unity. 
To maintain and extend this un- 
ity, the Communist Party with- 
drew two councilmanic candi- 
greg: Emil Freed in the 2nd and 
Emma Cutler in the 9th — to 
‘make possible the greatest ral- 
lying ‘of all forces behind the 
common: candidates in these dis- 

tricts. 

Henry .J. Alberti, member of 
Musicians’ Union, Local 47, is en- 
dorsed as candidate for council 
in the 2nd district, by many pro- 
gressive and liberal organiza- 
tions, and recommended for en- 
dorsement by the-Central Labor - 
Council. Joint Executive Board. 

Grover Johnson’ Chosen — 
In the 18th district, Grover 

Johnson, well-kndwn labor at- 
tourney, is running. Recognizing 
the powerful Opposition of a 
people’s candidate, the most re- 
actionary and corrupt political 
forces in Los Abpaieee charac. 
terized by incumbent Darwin 
Tate, Johnson’s only opponent— 
have resortéd to fraud, intimi- 
dation and kidnapping in at- 
tempts to: “keep Johnson off the 


‘Ipallot, . 


Ford for Mayor . 
Lending candidate for mayor 
is John Anson  Ford—ehdorsed 
by progressive forces ‘and. many 
trade unionists. “Through the 
leaflet urges the people to vote 
for Ford—to defeat Shaw and 
his. reactionary clique — it de- 
“the . Communist 
Many criticisms to 

t :Mr, . Ford. : 
OTd has not come out with 
le pla ‘orm, Nor has he 


1a > Slese fag position 6n strike- 


_ hip opis against 


‘4 


Progressives Stand! 


Best Chance In 


New. Elections | 


SAN DIEGO.—By a vote of 
“86° to 22, progressive delegates |: 


of the Federated Trades and_ La- 
bog Council have ordered a re- 
cal? election of. all officers. 
Nominations were declared op- 
en and- progressive candidates, 
previously selected in a special 
cauCus, were nominated for -all 
offices, For the ‘most part the 
present reactionary officers of 
the Council refused renomination, 


altho Walter Stutz President al- 


lowed. himself -to be placed in 
opposition to J. W. Brown, Bus- 


iness Agent of the Waiters and 
Bartenders, 


and progressive 
choice. for the office, 
(Professor Harry Steinmetz, 


former president of ‘the council, 
‘who was removed 14 months 
(ago by Joe Casey, regretfully 
déclined renomination to the of- 
* fite with the explanation that his 
duties as Vice-Presidént of the 


American Federation of Teachers: 


_ require all of his time. 


Lydick Unopposed 


John Lydick, | Business Agent 


“of the Plasterers Union, was 
‘nominated upopposed for the of- 
fice of Secretary. The present 
secretary, Carl Barnes, a car- 
penter who because his own un- 


_ jon repudiated him as a delegate 


‘progressive 


to the council, had to join the 
Office Workers’ union to be eli- 
gible for his position, declined 
, to run, 

Progressive ‘candidates were 
also nominated for the 
Board of Administration, which 
controls all Council property in- 
cluding the weekly Labor Lead- 
. &r; and to the Executive Board 
* and the Organizing Committee. 

Because of the overwhelming | 
majority in the 
Council the election of all pro- 
gressive officers’ is a practical 
certainty. 

Altho the special Caucus se- 
lected a_slate of six nominees 
for. the Executive Committee, 
delegates discovered that accord- 
ing to the constitution only three 
délegates, in addition to the Pres- 
ident and Secretary, may be 
elected to this committee. It is 
expected thdt another Caucus 
will be called to eliminate three 
of the original nominees, as any 
undemocratic attempt by indi- 
viduals on a small’ group to 
select this slate would be re- 
sented by the progressive dele- 


gates. 
After nominations were in, 
George Castleman. representing 


the International Association of 
Machinists, spoke*on the success- 
ful campaign Aireraft local 1125 
is waging in- the Consolidated 
Aircraft plant. This union has 
now become the’: ing in San 
Diego. 


| LABOR BOARD 
| PROBES HAWAII 
} BLACKLISTING 


E. "5. Eagen, eae for the 
Regional Labor Relations, Board, 
left San Francisco Saturday for 
Honolulu, to institute «investi- 
gation of the blacklisting of ILA 
members in that port. 

Eagen left as. the result of 
charges filed by Edward Berman 
representing the Honolulu ILA! 
against the Honolulu Stevedores 
Association, Ltd., which provides 
shipowners - with longshoremen 
on the islands. 

Methods of Discrimination 

Rigger the ILA charges are 
that 
been discharged, reduced to low- 
er-paid jobs, had their seniority 
reduced, of discriminated a against 
in other ways. ~ ‘ 


Honolulu Stevedorés Aisbot 


tion Ltd. has virtual monopoly 
on longshore work in the islands. 
The investigation’ will include 
Honolulu, Hilo, ° ‘and. Honuapo. 
Berman is editor of the ‘‘Voice 
Tul Labor”, Pues 3 in ae 
ulu. + 


Pack Couethenen he 
Anti-Nazi Pickets 


SAN FRANCISCO—An appeal 


. for workers to pack the court- u 


room for the. trial ‘of nine a 
- Nazi pickets was issued 

Northern Califor : 
* the: ‘International: 
; = Pea 
udge Foley's. court 
5 nese and 


54 union ‘members have} 


oe 


fleet. 


Angeles, 


other states who live 
rented out. back home, or on the 
results of earnings from small 
business or ‘artisan shops. 

Many of these people are rob- 
bed through speculation in oil, 
real estate investments, etc., and 
forced int@ the labor market. 
Many’ have; to supplement their 
incomes with wage earnings. 
They usuaily come steeped in 
sectional prejudice. State groups 
_meet each year and as high as 
a hundred thousand attend. 

Big Business has taken advan- 
tage of this, situation to keep 
this element ‘well supplied with 
“dope” through such institutions 
as Angelus Temple. and spread- 
ing .Aimee McPherson ail ovet 
the front page of the kept press. 
‘A goodly supply of left-over 
politicians and small town news- 

paper men, who savefl~ their 
earnings and rale-offs, come to 


Los Angeles, and of course, be- | 


ing artists at back-slapping and 
handshaking, they make up a 
very handy political bootlicking 
nucleus in the various - states, 
groups for the Employers’ Asso- 
ciation. 

Speak to manysof these peo- 
! ple about workers’ demands for 
more pay and they at once 
spring the old. one on you, that 
“{ worked for a dollar a day | 
and made. good, and. anybody 
can do it if they’ll quit. spending 
their money in riotous living, 
and use their heads as I did.” 
If he talks long enough, how- 
ever, this “home” merchant will 
ask you to help vote the chain 
‘store out, as it’s about to take 
all his Business away. 

-There is another element of 
“foreigners” that the “Native 
-‘Son” cries out against. They are 
the defeated farmers of the Cen- 
tral Northern states who have 
nothing left but the old Ford 
and.a few household goods. They 
‘¢ome and live along the river 


banks in “Hoover” shacks and 
the cry of “deport” is raised 
against ‘them. 


All Didn’t Oppose Labor 


. This is not a new thing. As 
far ‘back as 1910,' the Machinists, 
the building tradesmen and the 
union men in general, had to go 
up against the continuous flow 
of unorganized, Fheapwage 
minded people. » 

Thus you get an idea of the 
resistance power against) unions 
that was at the command of 
Harrison Grey Otis. to overcome 
and break down organizational 
campaigns. — 

Fortunately all these people 
dig not react against Labor, and 
they -had sons and daughters 
who soon learned when once 
thrown into the proper environ- 
‘ment. Many thousands of the 
youth are now in the front ranks 
of the struggle of labor, owing to 
the peri- 


GUNS ON H. M. S. Rodney, British warship, firing a broad- 
side from her 6-inch guns during target practice of the home 


British government’s 5-year arms expansion scheme will 
‘cost $7,500,000,000. 


Reminiscences of 
California Labor 


By J. E. SNYDER - 
The Merchants and Manufacturers’ Association and the Cham- 
ber of Commerce have always maintained a united front, in Los 
against organized labor. 


builded out of an influx of people from Jowa, Texas, and many 
on moderate 


Much of the citizenship is 


incomes from homesteads 


od of the early years of the 2 
Century. 

There has always — a large |@ 
foreign population and_ they 
brought the lessons from the 
class struggle of their own coun- 
tries and their children ghave 
played an important part in 
building the present trend to- 
ward industrial union organiza- 
tion. 


No Soft Job 
Such men of labor as Ed No- 


lan, Curley Grow, Stanley B | 
Wilson, Claude Showen, 
Harriman, 


Fred Wheeler, Fred} wage’ earners 


CHARGES NAZI 


SPIES INU. §. A. 


American affairs while conceal- 
ing its real identity, and that 
Nagi agents in America are get- 
ting help from numerous minis- ! 
ters and professors in leading | 
| universities, 


Job|ber only a couple of industrial 


from California 


Stone and others had no easy|got on any of the National Or- 


job on their hands; and frameup , ganization Committees. 


In_ fact 


after frameup, slander and even|that was'true of the whole Na- 
murder of organizers made life|tionak and Executive Committee 


anything but an easy path -for|in 1913. 


any of them. : 
The workers were badly divid- 


“Christian Socialists” , 
Speakers found’ it easier to 


ed and muddled both politically‘ give the low down to their au- 
and industrially and this: played! aiences that “Jesus was a Social- 


into the hands of the employer 
enemy. 


The cheap moral reasoning in; 
Los Angeles- when the McNama- 
ra case collapsed was a hang- 
over from “Sunday School” 
training about morals. “As soon 
as an organizer of Labor is even 
accused of, murder, that is enough 
to upset the moral: atmosphere 
of many “labor leaders.” With 
the capitalists it is different. 
When one of their kind is accus- 
ed, they unite behind him and 
their morality does not condemn 
him unless the case>is entirely 
hopeless to defend.” Even then 
he gets quick parole. 


The Socialists began to divide 
into Factions ‘along about 1910. 
By 1911 and 1912 the big 
break came. Debs, Bill Hay- 
wood, Tom Hickey, H. C. Tuck, 
Charles H. Kerr, publisher; Fred 
Warren, Editor Appeal to Rea- 
son; Tom Lewis, Author Morrow 
Lewis, Austin Lewis, Lena Mor- 
row Lewis and others, through 
tours and writings, began to get 
a following in California. ° 
Opposition groups were set up 
in the locals to battle against the 
Victor Berger of ‘Milwaukee and 
Morris,. Hilquit of New York in* 
fluence. By 1912 the Job Har- 
riman followers were in. control 
and able to play a’ big part in 
national affairs in the Socialist 
Party. ; 
Several preachers and law- 
yers of whom-I will speak later, 
were’ elected on- the National 
Committee and some of them 
were on-the Natidnal Executive 
Committee. So far as I rerdaia. | 


Pate cea gas 
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ist,” than to expound the science 
Kar] Marx. A. W. Ricker 
and J. Stitt Wilson wrote tracts 
'to prove that “Jesus and Moses 
were Socialists,’ and the Ency- 
clopedia Britannica was quoted: 
“The ethics of Christianity and 
Socialism are identical.” This 
became so much the understand- 
ing of the membership that when 
the statements of Marx and En- 
gels were quoted against us Ly 
enemies, especially the one that 
“Religion is the Opiate of the 
People,” the membership were 
horrified at the “slander” and 
once I was urged by a eomrade 
to take the platform and _ chal- 
lenge the speaker on that state- 
ment, and deny it. 

I said: “He is quoting Marx 
correctly. He knows more about 
what Sog¢ialism is, than you.” 

To save my reputation with 
this Conirade, I hade to dig ‘up 
the quotations and show him 
right from the books written by 
Marx.~ This Comrade was one 
of thousands misled by the so- 
called’ “Christian Socialists’ who 
dominated the reading . and 
thinking of njany in the Social- 
ist Party. ; 

(To be Continued.) 
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San | Francisco 


nald’s 
| BOOK STORE 

_ Latest Books on Russia 

Also Books and pamphlets 
for students of Communism. 
65 Sixth St.. San Francisco. 


~IGONGRESSMAN. thw SU, 350 Was Raised Ter Spain | 


RETAIL. PRICE $1, 00 


RETAIL PRICE, $. 25 , ; 
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SAN FRANCISCO—Following is a. summary of funds collect- 
‘ed in northern California between Jan. 1-and March 1 and sent to 
Spain through the American League Against War and Fascism. 


The accounting includes money collected directly by the League | 


re through the tours of Spanish delegates sponsored by the 
North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. 


Sums collected during 1936 and ‘sent ae American League. 
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who led the House committee in- Tour. of Spanish Delegation = . | i 
vestigating “subversive activi- Redwood Committee .................... : qenmswnasbecdenss fe seiss favcnwedonceuchassaetpscurace $1 ° 
ties” in 1935, declared before the Sunnyvale Committee sconponnsreenenecantantteeeeecesnnntnnsseapecennnnnnatansseteentecsness 679.46 
House Rules Committee that| East Bay Committee .....................-- ies ce inn ashineipesihy site tetyatetatenus beatopaoe 955.27 
there| are 100 direct Nazi agents | San Francisco oscji.ssciecssesecsseccssscssseefoceconsscnecenssfepeesefocessnnengnens tiled Reee ie 2538.84 
in this country seeking to es- | 
tablish ‘a Fascist government. — TOTAL: RCE VEDY socccccaccscibpien it ecccchsssdaseccsccsentossnalbh ante $4794.78 
oe sale ae tte phy Paid’ Me. Ao Al TMOG oocss cicesechslete recs bere es penctabinane 300.00 
Fv aall wigs, pata acme ee SB IRS °F NG 2) ae OT SRR | Oey. Maken cere? amet 494(78 
JOO in fourteen states and’ are BALANCE MPN Ge, tT ere is \ 
training men in uniform, Tour of Spanish Youth Delegation 
His charges immediately fol-| San Jose oo... cccccccccccseeccssesceseeeseeen Be Oe ADAP ee oes $98.82 
oo pes ata mn ~ Pee Merial eile) oo teh te as A i recast 104.36 
ies ie epee sc oes ab Sraaebcirag| St ROO RC REG EURO NN Re, Mee mec Enea ae, BU Rer a one eret  502:61 
of articles by John L. Spivak ee 83 80 
disclosing Nazi activities. Dea a ate eka cea TES Be Se) a nar ea # 
, . ‘ WO ELEC 555s ccicah cdc pac aesncnd eGiek hNagl oes bcp acta Saag eta enneedoeoeacietens 1010.34 
In this series Spivak began 1 998.25 
disclosures showing that Nazi LELC UES C2 | (: Si ha RSE oe eee OMULSEREe CTNe KOEN Gar ROR ee RIDA NR’ ee ee se 
espionage, which was largely SGC ATONE acdc seks euevcais Saag enee atta pu Aaa teckteea bd sae geeesnaeoaae eee : 
curtailed in the Now Masses two | Monterey ...cicccticciccccssccetscssececcsecesecsessncbeserscnssseeseecedennrjucsecsqesnssenaenendisnceas 527.55 
years ago, has been resumed ON} San Francisco: ..5......-.ccccecccsesecesssesecspagreesesesaataisesoescfenaneensenconsessaed{ibanses 1808.83 
an even larger scale. Accion Democratica .........2.....0+ | En ae, nee TaN $250.00 
Spivak also declared that Nazi|Tom Mooney, Moulders Def. ......: Rr Sear: Lame 100.00 
agents were active in the Cough-| Russian Workers ......-:.:::ccss-ssseecossepeesesssseeeesmeesesedegesneesseecess 200.00 
ao See aie eseny Mein Wo. Call: News Cand sche sho. 8h ed nests 5.00 
on duri ; 
campaign, that Nazi ships are <p Na Masonic Lodge ne Sess i. ed silei beat teak A aieatengees ae 
violating U. S. laws, smuggling Miscellaneous Emp. Union No. 110 -....:...--:--:bceeeeeeees ‘ 
literature into this country, that| Alaska Cannery Workers. ............-j.::cssessccesectecseseteeees 20.00 
Nazi| diplomats secretly guide| Jt. Bd. MLG WU oo... csccscscscespeccsececsteceeseeetensneossnsceanees 15.00 
and pay for anti-democratic ac-| South Slav. Workers ........:::::ccscstessseceeee geo 10.00 
Oth | ‘ivity against the American gOV- Communist Party ..........--scssssssseesseceettttesesssesessepeeneeenseeees 25.00° 
ernment, that powerful industri-| gan Francisco Committee ...c:.ccse-jessccossssscongeessseesssesaee 983.83 
al magnates such as Henry Ford bd 
help to pay for these activities, $1808.83 
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BALANCE SENT TO SPAIN 
TOTAL SUM SENT TO SPAIN, $11,350.19 


ae March 1, 1937. 


| damioawaths progressive people is 
|this move of .rgactionary . Chief 
Plan i is Flayed |Davis. Letters fre being writ- 
| diate stop be put to these plans. 
LOS ANGELES — Under the| 


LA. Fingerpri int... getting under, . -way. to protest 
lten demanding that an imme- 
sheepskin of “protection both for 


San Francisco 


—— 


—————— 


employees and employers,” a 

vicious plan for the fingerprint-| ATTENTION | 
ing of all servants in Los An-' MIN RAPHERS! 
geles, Beverly Hills, and Pasa-' TEOG 
dena is being launched by “Pea-. fe) 


nut @itler,” Chief of Police Da-| 
vis, Ghief Blair of Beverly Hills, | 
and’ Chief Kelley of Pasadena. | 

Recent jewelry robberies serve 


Stencil Cutting, Hand Letter- 
ing and Pictures. Best Quality 
Work Guaranteed. 


. . * 
as the excuse’ for this Fascist-| : Ra 
like effort to regiment these: Supplies at Reasonable 
workers to the point where no | @ 


worker will be able to get a job/M , Stencils, Ink, Paper— 


without the permission of ais All Sizes and Colors. 
police department. e 
Strong Protest Movement | |.s ° 
Police chiefs declare. that it) Commercial 
will prevent criminals aon ob-| Mimeographers 
taining positions of confidence 
and at the same time allow} )j. 628 een? St. 
those workers: with “clear rec- 2 Room 


ords” to obtain employment. neeee, Fillmore 5118 


A strong movement among) 


Sar 


SAN FRANCISCO | 


ANNA LOUISE STRONG 


Coming Direct from the Spanish Front 


_ DEMOCRACY or FASCISM? 


THURS., MARCH 18, 8 P. M. 


DREAMLAND 
JOHN D. BARRY,, Chairman ~ 
Auspices: American League Against War and Fascism, 715 


~ WHERE TO GO IN CAL 


Parties, Affairs, Meetings, Classified Ailvertisements—Adver- 
tise Here and Get Results—Low Rates at 15 Cents. 
Per Line, Paid i in Advence 2 


Comiletnt ( Coincides 
ith Disclosure. 
of Spying 


BERLIN—Coincident with dis- 
closure in congress of widespread 
Nazi spying activities in. the 
United States, Ambassador Wil- 
liam E. Dodd delivered a scath- 
ing protest to Foreign Minister 
Konstantin von Neurath as an 
outgrowth of Nazi press attacks 


resulting from. the “La Guardia’ 


incident.” 


“The language of the German 


press,” Dodd was quoted as say- 


jing verbally to von Neurath, “is 


Ti ciincii an 


probably unparalleled -in its 
coarse and indecent character 
and ‘shocking to all decent mind- 
ed, especially since there was no 
human provocation which would 
justify it.” 

Dodd condemned the “sweep- 
ing vituperation, unfounded 
statement and attacks upon 


American womanhood and insti-: 


tutions.” 


The attacks in the German 
press followed the remark of 
La Guardia before an audience 
of New York women that a stat- 
ue of Adolf Hitler should be 
placed. in the. “Chamber of Hor- 
rorg” at the New York Exposi- 
tion in 1939. Secretary of State 
Hull apologized to the German 
ambassador .in Washington, while 
pointing out that Americans 
have the right to express their 
opinions. 

Berlin journals, however, who 
speak only. with permission of 
the Nazi government, printed di- 
atribes that were even -obscene 
and unprintable in this country, 


reflecting on the character of the 
Jew women in La Guardia’s 
audience. 


AI “STARTED! Store Booming 
BY LA GUARDIA 


SAN FRANCISCO. — With a 


Significant victory to its credit, ... 
ithe new Department: Store Em- °° © ~ 
ployees’ Union is: going forward -- 


fast. in. its important field of. 
organization. 


The threat of a picket line 
‘|forced the huge Emporium store 


to reinstate a union member who” 


had been fired. Now the eat : 


City of Paris store has fired a 


girl for soliciting union members. 


and this. company faces a de-_. 
termined fight; 


Another Big Meeting < , 
Another big mass meeting) of 


the new union will be held this —~ 
Wednesday. It will be held in the .: 
Bartenders’ Union Hall, because * 


the Department Store Employees’( 
hall can no longer provide room 
for the great numbers who have '' 
been attending recent - meetings. 

The last meeting, last week, 
saw 750 department store work- 
ers . present., Hundreds have. 
signed up since then. 

Emporium is facing another 
fight, having dismissed three 
culinary workers because they 
wanted higher wages. 

Because they believe in in- 
dustrial unionism, the Ware- 
housemen and Culinary unions 
have turned over to the new 
union all the stores who might 
come under -their jurisdictions. 


Mar Cantabrico 
Load Landed 


NEW YORK—Food and med- 
ical supplies on board the Mar 
Cantabrico were landed before 


the sinking or capture of the | 


ship by a rebel warship in the 
Bay of Biscay, according to in- 
formation received here by the 
North American Committee to 
Aid Spanish Democracy, from 
sources which cannot be reveal- 
ed. The ship carried 500,000 Ibs. 
of food and medical supplies 
raised by the committee. 
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- Benefit Dance % Spanish Democracy| 


Spanish Floor Show——Good Orchestra—Refreshments 


SAT., MARCH 20, 8 P. M., CULTURAL CENTER 
230 S. SPRING STREET © 


* Contribution 25c—This ad and 20c Admits One 


EVERY CONTRIBUTION IS A NAIL 
IN FRANCO’S COFFIN.” 


sneer entenaden — Dance Club 
Comms (, 
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MON., MARCH 22, 8 P. M. 
“EUROPE AGROUND AND 
UNDERGROUND” 


On 


TAA "4 


JOHN L. SPIVAK 


NOTED JOURNALIST 


_ PHILHARMONIC AUDITORIUM 


LOS ANGELES 


Only Lectures in Southern California ei 


WED., MARCH 24, 8 P. M. 
_ “FP CAN HAPPEN 
HERE” 


Tickets 50c, 75c, $1.00 and $1.50 (no tax) 


Sale at the Modern Forum, 432 Philharmonic Bldg., MU. 00483 
So. Calif. Music Co., 737 So. Hill St., TU. 1144. : 
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WESTERN WORKER | 
Victory Banquet 


COMPLETION. | 
OF THE WESTERN WORKER ||. 
DRIVE IN SAN FRANCISCO ff 
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al fatter to the ‘hier 
» t0 Business cextergp 
pring St. 


By mail if ria United States 


ate ) except Sah Francisco): 
“4 year, $5 months, $1.66; 3 months, 50 cents. i 
in City and. County of San Francisco; ..£ 


a 1 year, $3.50; 6 mionths, $1.90; 3. months, $1.00. 
ay fo - ‘Foréign atid Catada: 
i yeas, $450; 6 months, $2.50; 8 months $1.50. 
" By first clas§ mail (in sealed envelope): | 
- 1 yeat, $7.50; 6 months, $4.00. 


- Doulas Viewty. Advanites Ail 
L. A: Labor 


HE VICTORY df thé Douglas strikers is a 
far-reaching one for the ClIO—its first ori 
the West Coast. ; 
: e ‘Not only does it itiéan the ‘unidnization of 
~ alll the Déisglas aircraft workers a the 
ee Be ve a ur to ie 
a ; ane es fp 
: The victory of the Douglas strikers, owing to the 


. tinity between the rank and file mémbers of the 
a International Association of Machinists in) the 


ety ; 
a 
Pein 


fighting to miaititain uiity in eath itidasttj 

tween CIO atid craft tion workers, in Ore 

push forward the striiggle for a unified Albert 

can Federation of Labor—againist the ex pulsion 

policy of the AFL executive council! 
The efforts of Sdme of the misleadérs of the 
. AFE sin Los Angeles to maneuver a head-on 
_Sollision. among the Douglas workers between 
“the IAM and the CIO- were thus sharply _ aan 
_dbehaivety defeated. Vv 

Now pressure must be°intensified to dismiss 
the indictments against 350 of the sit-down strik- 
ers, still held for trial: 

Buron Fitts, re-elected as District Attorney 
through the endorsément ff largé sections of the. 
labor movement in L. 4 County, has openly re- 
vealed himself. as working as the faithful lap- 
“dog of all the -Teactionary and ae in- 
terests. 
el We believe a movement to récall Buton Fitts, 

"<> imstituted now, would receive the endorsement 
. and support of organized labor and would 

| A district attorney répbeseriting labor south be 
oF a tremendous help in the drive to :tnake Los 
ig ~ Angeles ‘a 100 per cent union towin! 


. 


"president Roosevelt referred to “Hardening of 
the judicial arteries’ oi the Supreme Court. The. 
“nine old men” also seem to be “cease-hardened.” 


‘ Rush Aid to Spain iti Hour of 
Me > UC KibIBY 
THE MEANS used. by Mussolini to trick 


Italian soldiers into “enlisting” to fight for 
“Franco and Fascism was revealed by the two 


m b 


ple’s Front government forces, who had been 
“* told they were being sent to Ethiopia;~arid in- 
“9 stead, found themselves fighting in . Franco’s 
army against the Spanish people. 

There are now ‘approximately 80,000 Italian 
- “~ troops and 40,000 German troops in Spain, fight- 
_. is Ing against democracy. Thesé troops are taking 
the lead in the new Fascist offensive against 
Madrid—a’ it was Italian troops that captured 
‘! Malaga. Besides, there are approximately 25,000 
** Nazi troops in the field as part of Fapeeds 
“<°"“Spanish” army of Moors. - ; 

This~wholesale invasion of Spain contiriues 
~ despite: the sessions. and decisions of the “non- 

“intervention” committee. These decisions have 

been _nurmerous—and all ineffective in stopping 
Bish / the, peuring of Italian and German troops, tanks, 
¥ ‘planes and munitions into Spain.” , 

“The -proposed border patrol would leave a 
large section of the Spanish coast under the su- 
pervision of. the -German navy. only-—and- the 
Portuguese bordet’ practically without any sort 
of check except by Britain, whose polity has 
been to wink at to Franco and, in fact, en- 
“goutage such aid despite official protestations! ~ 


ris 

is anything but an idle dream. 

‘This clearly shows that. all Licinies of Fas- 
‘ism, all. friends of democracy must ° redouble 
” ‘their efforts to aid Spanish democracy. — 
Certainly the people of Spain €annot rely on 
Germany or Italy—or ‘England—to cooperate in 


The Firm of Cheste 


Pee, ‘plant with the UAW, illustrates the necessity fer 


‘~ geore Italian soldiers. captured by the Peo- 


Ast THE 


The. activities of the “on-interventioti com- 
mittee”. are chieracterized as follows . by. the. 
ih Sopcial «piped of thé Loni Times, a: 


-Hatty Chandl 


WWE Exficct to ae | , 
eet ab We eed of HE Asha 
bly in voting to pardon Tom Mooney. We 


wete not surprised to read in Harry Chand-| 


& L, A. Times that “Up went 

of Tom Mooney and underfoot went the 
cide constitutidn” when the Assembly cast its 
pardon Ute -alisehugn we beliéVe the writer 
would have liked to write: “Up went the RED 
flag of Tom Mootey.” 

But wé: were mildly aarprised to have Chester 
Rowell, “liberal” columnist of the 5. F. Chron- 
icle, greet the Assérhbly’s action..as “a mere 


ler’s fe 
the flag 


. characteristic exhibition of cheap politics.” 


But on secoHd thought it was ‘obvious that 
Rowell’s reactidh was a logical one. For ,it*sure- 
ly is logical for & person who defends Fascism 


~* as.“a lesser evil than Communism,” to prefer to 


see Mooney remain behind the bars. 

Itmay seem inconceivable to Mr. Rowell, but 
théré actually are a nkmber of Assemblymen 
who believé in Mooney’s innocence to the point 
of béing willing and eager to put up a fight for 
vhis freedom. 

Every intelligent. man acquainted with the 
record in the Mooney trial knows him to be in- 
nocent arid the victim of as foul a frame-up 
as ever was perpetrated. Yet Mr. Rowell is an- 
géred at an act which, without considering at 
this minute its constitutionality, amounts to a 
protest from the State Assembly against, the 
frame-up and a demand for Mooney’s release! 

Still, wé say nothing about’ Mr. Rowell’s in- 
telligence. 

No matter what ruling is made by the Attor:; 
ney General or the State Supreme Court—the 


’ fight for Mooney’s unconditional release must 


go forward on 4ll fronts. 

Governor Merriam must be informed, in an 
avalanche of resolutions and letters, that it is 
the will of the people of California that Tom 
Moaitey be restored to the ranks of labor! 


Famous last words, by the S. F. “Civic Leagae” 
—“We are confident the women and men wage 
earners, especially the women, will register their 
oppdsition to any movement by certain groups 
té abolish this (anti-picketing) law, which has 


served both the worker and the employer So | 
Let the hearse" 


well diiring the last 20 years.” 
roll on! 


Push The Fight To Repeal The 
-C. S. Law 


NE of the most important bills before 

the State Assembly is that which calls for 
the repeal of the criminal syndicalism law. 
This bill is: one of the few picked out by the 
State Chambér of Commerce and the Aséo- 
ciated Farmers as the special target for their 
concentration in their campaign against all pro- 
labér legislation. 

It is especially urgent that all possible eerie 
be put on the assembly and senate to pass this 
bill, since the State Prison Board will soon hear 
the cases of the Sacramento criminal syndicalism 
prisoners. 

The decision of the U. S. Supreme Court, 
which set asidé the conviction of Dirk De Jonge 
for criminal syndicalism, has a imost direct and 
important bearing on the Sacramento prisoners’ 
conviction and on the C. S. law itself. This is 
shown by the action of the Assembly in the 


State of Washington, which passed a resolution | 


for the repeal of Washington's criminal syndi- 
ealism law shortly after the De Jonge reversal 
was ‘made, public. 

It is especially important that trade unions 
send. resolutions «to their Assémblymen urging 
the passing of the repéal bill, introdiiced as aXg- 
sembly Bill No. 311. THe vital importance of 
the repeal movement to trade unionists was re- 
flected in the recent action of Local 38-79 of the 
ILA, which voted to send the Conference for the 
Repeal of the Criminal Syndicalism Law $25 a 
week until aAhe campaign is over. 

Tie fepeat bill is actively supported by the 
People’s Legislative Conference, held at. Sac- 
ramento January 17th. Those central jal 
councils and locals affiliated to the Conferente 
should be the first to take action on the kepesl 


bill. 


- Bring Pressure on Cia ctess alt 


To Support Supreme Court 
3 Proposals 


STRUGGLE between the progres- 
and feactionary forces around the 
Supreme. “Cétir proposals - grows sharper, it 

ico ever evident that a decis- 
ivé part is beir played by the people. 

It. is extremely important that all progressive 
organizations and. individuals’ ’ write their Con- 
gressmen. and Senators demanding support of the 
President's proposals. When the proposals were 

- fifst made, Congress was flooded with a barrage 


(Resdlution 
yas: in 
marl 


ific.. Coast | SARae 
cree ie after 99. 9 days ended lem 
an enor-| (7°. 


in victory, has exer 
mous uence on the> whole 
labor movement. Its léssons: are 
of tremendous importance to the 
rey in facing. the immediate 

ks ahead of us. The Party 

5 a‘great role.in the strug- 
oe to maintain the unity of the 
workers, without. which the 
strike could not have been suc- 
cessful, — 

In Every Phase of Struggle 


The Communists in the mari- 
timé. unions, both before and 
during the strike, participated 
in every phase of the struggle, 
whether on the’ picket-lines, in 
the various committees for or- 
ganizing relief, publicity, finan- 
ces, picketing, and in the lead- 
ing Strike Committees. But more 
important still, the Communists 
in the face of red-baiting, mob- 
ilized.all honest, progressive: for- 
ces inthe unions to fight for a 
correct policy, and rallied the 
membership of the Maritime Fed- 
eration; at every crucial point 
of the strike, against every split- 
ting maneuver, whether on, the 
part of the shipowners or within 
the unions’ ranks, which threat- 
ened the success of the strike. — 

One of the major factors in 
the success of the strike was the 
correct policy of the Commun- 
ists and other progressive rorces, 
in laying the basis befdre last 
Sept. 30th for joint action of 
all maritime unions, by fighting 
for the ILA to throw its sup- 
port behind the seamen’s de- 
mands: by solidarity action on a 
Coast-wide scale. 

This was a ‘glaring contrast 
to the situation in 1935, when 
the reactionaries still in control 
of the ILA district leadership 
at that time, prevented any ILA 
support to the seamen’s demands. 
The election of a progressive 
leadership in the ILA was an 


‘endorsement by- the rank-and- |‘ 


file of the policy of unity which 
strengthened the Maritime ¥ed- 
eration and made possible an 
effective, united struggle of sea- 
men and longshoremen. 

Defeat of Trotzkyites 

Another major factor was the 
crushing defeat of the disruptive 
and splitting tactics and policies 
of the handful of Trotzkyite dis- 
rupters, who influenced and in- 
cited the syndicalist elements 
among the seamen to follow a 
line which was an obstacle .to 
‘unity and at times seriously 
threatened the outcome of the 
Strike. , 

The despicable role of the 
Trotzkyites, and their attempt to 
oe the “Voice of the Feder- 
ation” agaist the strike leader- 
ship and its policies strengthened 
the hand of the shipowners and 
can be described as nothing less 
than strikebreaking, in keeping 
with the Trotzkyites’ counter-re- 
volutionary role internationally 
in alliance with the — fascist 
against the People’s Front an 
against the Soviet Union. 

The Party also carried on a 
mass campaign to win the sup- 
port of the whole labor move- 
ment to the cause of the mari- 
time workers. This spirit of sol- 
idarity spread far beyond the 
ranks of the maritime workers. 
It was evigeny not only in the 
generous, findncial ahd moral 
support bt the other unions, but 
in the slogan which has become 


‘a by-word in the San Francisco 


Labor Council: “Union men don’t 
go through a picket line”. As a 


bor | result, for over three months the 


tearhsters, although under reac- 
tionary leadership, lived up to 
the traditions of 1934 and refused 
to go through the. picket-lines 
not only of. the maritime work-' 
ers, but also of the striking ware- 
housemen and shipyard workers, 
contributing greatly to the suc- 
cessful. conclusion ;of all these 
strikes. 

It was also the influence of 
the maritime unions, together 
with other unions rapidly be- 
eoming progressive, that ousted 
Edward Vandeleur, notorious for 
his sell-out of the San Franciséo 
Gefieral Strike in 1934, ‘frofn the 
leadership of the Central Labor 
Council in the recent elections, 
and was instrumental in elect- 
ing @ humber of militants and 
progressives into leading posi- 
tions of the Central Labor Coun- |. 
ci].and State Federation of La- 


of letters. and telegfams demanding defeat Of | bor. 


: the. “proposed ‘Supreme Court charigés—but in- 


vestigation revealed that this was a fake ‘“popu- 
lar demonstration,” instigated by public utility 
interests and the most reactionary, labor-hating 
“pay-triotic” industrialists and organizations. 

_ AS, this, fake campaign spent} itself, and the 


res ident’s proposals the. tide of. letters, received 
y rt S firmed. in eee of the au 


le began to reblize the importance. of the 


Gésturés from Washington | 

Froriy the first, the Party had 
to. warn, and fight against the| 
stron ‘jlhusions ng the work- | ming 
ers that Roosevelt was going 
to “crack down” of the ship- 
owners, While at the Same time 
calling for organizing mass pres- 


suré oh thé adininistration to}' 


“Stop the Ship Subsidies!” 
Sn campaigh in -the nent 
verment around this sloga 


oubte ni thee on: 


ito be Read id Dis- anions 
All’ Party ‘Units)s | oweve 


‘pnd did sek ers 


in : Work of th 2, :. Comin | nut 


itration, 


Admin- | 
to the 
ners to 


maritime maritime industry ustry is bei 

insite! Mthrdugh e Guffey Bill 
in Céhgreie which goes even 
further than the Railway Labor 
Act and is aimed i 
Maritime Unions, right to strike 
and to select. representatives of 
bar i own choice. The: whole la- 

ovement must be aroused 
te f it against these anti-union 
strike-breaking measures. 

The Party carried on a cam- 
paign among the strikers for a 
Farmer-Labor Party, linking up 
the maritime workers’ struggles 
with the need for independent 
political action on a local, state 
and. national scale. During the 
election campaign, it utilized the 
radio t® broadcast its pdsition, 
dealing with the political as- 
pects of the maritime strike. 

The Party was slow and very 
weak in bringing the ‘presiden- 
tial election campaign and its 
issyes to the waterfront workers. 
It made some efforts, however, 
iboth -before and during , the 
strike, to bring the waterfront 
“workers to Party:mass. meetings 
for Browder, Ford, and Hudson, 
and at Nov. 7th and Lenin Mem- 
orial meetings, with some _ suc- 
cess, 

Farnier-Labor Party Campaign 

The effects of the cam mpaign 
for a Farmer-Labor Party*were 
reflected. in a number of ways. 
A number of maritime unions 
participated in the California 
People’s Legislative Conference, 
one of the broadest united front 
movements ever organized by the 
labor and progressive forces. Or- 
ganized labor in San Francisco 
and Oakland launched a cam- 
paign to repeal the Anti-Picket- 
ing ordinances, and these meas- 
ures were placed on the ballot 
in the special spring elections. 

The repeal of the 20-year old 

anti-picketing ordinance at the 
special election of March 9th in 
San Francisco is a,major victory 
for Labor’s independent political 
action, Before the, end of the 
strike, the issue of independent 
political action, especially in re- 
lation to the fight against the 
Copeland Act, became a central 
question for discussion among 
the strikers. The majority of the 
‘maritime workers have! not yet 
been won for a Farmer-Labor 
Party; this is a great, shortcom- 
ing of the work of the Com- 
munists. 
Buf there is a greater under- 
standifig among the maritime 
workers on‘the need for labor’s 
active | participation in, politics, 
and that the time/is not far off 
when they will. align themselves 
with other progressive forces for 
the building of a -Farmer-Labor 
Party, and will be in the fore- 
front of an American People’s 
Front against reaction, fascism 
and war. 


Work Among Negroes . 

One of the great weaknésses 
of our work ‘was among the 
Negroes. In. San Pedro, the ILA 
progressives inherited from the 
former reactionary leadership a 
situation where the Negroes were 
practically excluded from work- 
ing @ the waterfront, with the 
exception of the Cotton Com- 
press local. The Communists and: 
progressives made some attempts 
to fight against this policy of 
discrimination, but insufficiently... 
Thke employérs attempted to ex- 
ploit this justified resentment 
among the Negroes to incite thern 
against the maritime unions. 

The National Negro Congress 
in Los Angeles. did not react 
correctly to this threat and failed 
to carry on an active campaign 
among the Negroes in support 
of the strike; there was, resist- 
anee to this even among some 
‘Communists “who should -lave 
been the most active leaders of 
the Negro people to mobilize sup- 
port for the maritime unions. 
The Party made some efforts to 
carry on’such a campaign among 
the Negroes during the strike,. 
but it was a big mistake to wait 
so long to take up the fight 
against discrimination in San 


Pedro. 
In San Francisco, 
ae ae a 
ree a : Négro diseri 
here were less 
qaities, A nuniber of N 
poekees vant a ve. on 
tteés of strike, 
Ths ne ional Negro Congress 
played an poe F F the ih eed 


ning the sym 
population in the Sa sin Prancies 
Bay Area for the 
But even here’ too Heh was 
taken for granted; some. reac- 


owing to a 
by. tite 


were permitted t6 cd | 
under-cover campaign ‘Of, dis-)) bn 


tion’ in issuing * 


the | & 


ination toward Neg agit and must i" 


especially be: Theigraspe to. expose 
and fight agairist. the 
Giscrimitiation carriéd- 
me reactionary elements in. th 
LA. The Party must also: ca 
on patient work among the se 
men to break down. "the ha , 
dice and discrimination again: 
Filipinas, pointing out tha 
ess this attitude is charge 
nployers will take. a vantage 
f it to create a Yeserve “of 


#trikebreakers against the union. 


| Role of The Women 


strike was the role of the o- 
mnen, particularly in the Th 
Auxiliary, in. actively participat- 
ing in the organization of relief 
and other phases of 
vity;-and the work of “the You 
Communists among the. youth, 
in organizing sports and other |. 
recréational and ‘educational act- 
ivity for the strikers ardurid the 
Union Recreation Center on the 
waterfront. - ¢ 

The “Maritime Worker” , week- 
ly organ of the Waterfront Sec- 
tion of the Party, and the “West- 
tern Worker’’, were indispensable 
weapons in the fight for main- 
taining the unity of the strikers 


and in clarifying questions of 


policy, as well as explaining 
the broader potitical aspects of 
the struggle. 

The “Western Worker” 
distributed in 
ies, regularly, in the union halls 
and on the picket-lines, and was 


as widely read aiid distiissed aS 


the “Voice of the Federation”, 


in spite of red-baiting attacks 


and numerous attempts to bar 
it from the union halls, 

The role and influence of the 
Party reflected especially in the 
recruiting of over 300 new mem- 


bers to the Party from’ the 


Strikers’ ranks. The Party or- 
ganization as a whole reacted 
well to its tasks during the 
strike. 

Learning from the experiences , — 
of 1934, during the reign of, ter- 
ror and vigilante raids, the Party 
was prepared if necessary to con- 
tinue its work under emergency 
conditions. Nearly every section 
and unit was in a position to 
issue its own leaflets if neces- 
gary, and to continue uninter- 
ruptedly its activity in the 
neighborhoods and factories. 

(Open mass activity was car- 
ried on during the 3-month per- 
iod. To a lesser extent, this was 
also true in San. Pedro, where 
in 1934 the terror had made this 
impossible. The Workers Book- 


shop in San Pedro remained op-: 


en, although repeatedly raided 
and wrecked by vigilantes, but 
vigilante terrorism did not make 
any headway. 

Political Education 

The Party during the latter 
half of the strike organized more 
systematic political education for 
its new members, particularly 
among the seamen, in the form 
of néw members’ classés, unit 
discussions, and the distribution 
of Party literature, but a great 
deal. more of this could have 
been done. A big shortcoming 
was the weakness in recruiting 
and political education among 
longshoremen. 

The work of the Communists 
and their progressive allies in 
the maritime unions had a num- 
ber of shortcomings also. Pre- 
cisely because of the increasing 
influence of the Party among 
the workers, the reactionaries in 
the maritime unions, who Rave 
lain low for a long time because 
their policiés were discredited, 
seize upon every difficult situa- 
tion as a favorable opportunity 
to again raise their heads and 
voices, ‘and with the most un- 
scrupulous déemagogy, posing .as 
super- -militants at times, carry 
on an unceasing struggle against 
the progréssive Jeadership, . and 


seek to confuse the membersHip, 


and discredit the Commuiiists 
and other progressives in the 
unions. 

The policies and tactics of 
Lundeberg and his immediate 
Circle of followers, who are in- 
fluenced by the IWW ideology 
and poisoned: by the handful of 
Trotzkyite disrupters, are play- 
ing into the hands of these reac- 
tionary elements and théreby 
éndangering the unity of the 
Federation. We must avoid, hew- 
evér, a narrow sectarian ap- 
proach; it would be wrong’ to 


@iffi- | lump these syndicalist elernents, 


among. whom are honest elements 
ei who are confused and misled, 
with the réactionaries. 

| The Communists have too 
tél allowed themselves to 
é} provokéd by their red-baitifig 


into ‘persdnal attacks, instead of}: 


Sticking to discussion of polity 
in order to bring the issue clear- 


ly to: the- rank-and-file. Through- | 
out the strike it was shown tet 


lor f preserving unity on the “bell 1] 


-a correct policy, was. it pds 
e for such a policy to receiV. 
porary setbacks in the Sai 
n and . among some” « 


under-cover | | 


tha 
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| Another imbportant-phase of the | 


ief | passed by Cotigiéess, The Court’s 
Strike ac i. 


+ What happened at the Consti- 


thousands of cop- 


14 at iV . 5 oe be “a . 23 , v 
es f Ps % es ks 
ven the power by the Consti- 


ion of the seamen; 


to, “control” or “capture” the un- 


wae 


SBA. 


dicial 
Answer: No, it is not true that 


the Supreme Court was. ever 


utional Convention to veto laws 
powers are clearly defined in the | people. 
Constitution, afd nothing is said 
about such powers. 


tutional Convention is this: there 
were at the Convention two fac- 
tions, one representing the bolder 
wing of the révolution believing 
more in democracy, and the con- 
servative wing of big property 
and the landlords fighting against 
democracy. The conservative 
wing sought on four seperate 
oecesions to have the Convention 
give the Supreme Court the ex- 
plicit power to veto legislation 
of Congress, but was defeated 
every time. However, the reac- 
tionarieés continued their fight, 
and under the leadership of Ad- 
ams had a law passed creating 
the office of Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court and appointed 
John Marshall, their agent, 
the office. It was Marshall, in 
1803, who -then created the 
theory of the “implied” powers 
of the Court. But even then, 
the Supreme Court did not dare 
to use this power against Con- 
pe until 1857, when they used 
it for the first time in the Dred 
Scott case. 


The facts, therefore, are- that 


volstad 


to 


rebels. 


——* 


easy one; there are a number 
of difficult questions ahead, in 
connection with the coming ILA} 
District Convention in May, and 
the Maritime Convention in June. 
The main question, of consoli- 
dating the gains and further ce- 
menting the unity of the seamen 
and longshoremen, requires vig- 
ilance against any adventurist 
policies. 

The continuation and intensifi- 
cation of the fight for a National 
Maritime Federation is especially 
important now because of the 
possibility of a convention of the 
ISU being called this year. Any la 
move to break away from the 
ISU at this time, any let-up in 
the fikht to regain the Sailors 
Union charter would play into 
the hands of Hunter and Schar- 
renberg. : 

There are tendencies, which are 
being encouraged by Lundeberg, 
to organize an independent un- 
in a vague, 
confused way the syndicalist ele- 
ments are also advocating that 
the Maritime Federation become 
an independent, industrial un- 
jon, a sort of “one big union” 
on a national scale. Although 
every such move has been block- 
ed from the very beginning, thus 
far, the danger is not yet over. 

It. is necessary to carry on 


= 


} 


¢ 
¢ 


5 p. 


es @ee4 424% *% *@ 


‘a, campaign for the participation 


of the West Coast unions in the 
ISU Convention, for the return 
of the Sailors Union charter and 
their participation with full vot- 
ing rights in the convention, 
and for every possible assistance 
to the struggle of the Atlantic 
and Gulf rank and file for de- 
mocratic contrdl of their unions. 
Only in this way will the fight 
for a National Maritime ‘Federa- 
tion be furthered. 

Our tasks are not ended now 
that the strike is over. The Party 
must cdénsolidate the gains it has 
made, politically and _ organiza- 
tiorially. Thé Communists :in fhe 
maritime unions must rally all 
Honest, progressive forces around 
them in the fight for maintain- 
ing and solidifying the unity of 
the workers, regardless of all 
difficulties and obstacles placed 
in their path. 

The Communists are not out 


ions for some sinister purpose. 
Our aim is to fight for such a 
policy as will strengthen .and 
unify the_yanks of the workers 
in their immediate struggles for 
the advancement of their econ- 
omic and political interests, and |‘ 
to go forward to the building of 
at American’ People’s. Front 
a ean defeat the threaten- | 
ing. forces. of reaction, fascism, 
oe war.’ 
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: “ hight over fe oP Be 
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rari nn. pene a itself 


the Court had any oer to veto 

acts of Congress. 

The position of the ‘Com*mun- 
ist Party is entirely in accord 
with the historic facts, and is in 
line with our position to aid in 
movement to weaken the powers 
of the- dmonopolists and their ju- 
agents in the Court. To 
fight for 4 curbing of-the Court’s 
powers is to be in the best re- 
volutionary 
country, and in the interests of 
the working class and’ the whole 
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Red-Baiting Routed 
in Debate on Soviet 
Constitution 

LOS ANGELES—Severi hun- 


dred persons ruled: by their ap- 
plause that Dr. Fred -W. 


Ing- 
defeated Louis Euler, 


red-baiting former ‘Exalted Ru. 
ler” of the Elks, in a debate at 
Ebell Theatre here March 10 on 
the question: 
tion guarantees society=the high- 
est form of democratic govern- 
ment—the Soviet Constitution or 
the Constitution of the United 
States?” 

“One thing these two consti- 
tutions have *in common,” 
Ingvolstad. 
are both: the constitutions 
But while our constitu- 
tion was progressive in the sev-’ 
enteen hundreds, 
stitution 
date. It is a product of the twen- 
tieth century.” 


“Which - .constitu- 


said 
that they 
of 


“That is, 


the Soviet Con- 
is modern and up-to- 
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Truck Dadaars pa avehonuiei cs Sign Up 


While Poultry Producers Fume And 


- Plot to Keep Low W 


Wag es 


By a Worker 


Correspondent 


PETALUMA—Forwarding the following report will in-| 7 4 


dicate methods ‘being used in 


Sonoma County and especially 


Petaluma, to sabotage and destroy active labor unions, and 
‘also methods used to defeat the purpose of hal cooper- 


TRADE. UNIONS’ 
| MARCH INLAND 
“HITS PETALUMA 


- Workers’ Rte sine 
Blocks Tactics: 
Of Bosses 


By a Worker Correspondent 

PETALUMA—The march in- 
land, which all the: reactionaries 
view with alarm, has reached 
Petaluma and is being enthusi- 


~ asticaNy hailed by the workers. 


atid, with little success. 


( 


% 


i 


‘es 


~ probably 


“ed by’ Dr; 


3 vole Merriman. was. traveling ‘ie 
= TOpe on. ‘a fellowship | ‘when 
Yoluntecred in Spain. a 


The truck drivers. led off by 
organizing, being © immediately 
followed by. the mill:and ware- 
house men. , Now the poultry 
packers and egg candlers are fol- 
lowing suit, 

Strong for Unionism 

There is strong union senti-' 
ment among the workers in all 
branches, -clerks, service station 
employees and other groups, hop- 
ing to be able to organize soon. 

All kinds of reactionary tac- 
tics are being employed by the 
bosses to try to stem this ris- 
ing tide of unionism. 


Stool pigeons are sent among 
the workers, _weaklings are 
bought out, threates are miade, 
pleas, lies-...and..demagogy- ~are 
plentifully scattered about—but 
still the unions grow. 

Small Farmers Interested 

Occasionally a small, poverty- 
stricken farmer says: 

“By golly, if unions will help 
the workers, -maybe they’d help 
us farmers.” 

There are several particularly 
vicious outfits here who have 
not as yet been touched by the 
organizational drive. These are 
the cherry factory, the overall 
factory, 
box factory. 


Box Factory .Weest 

All of these viciously exploit 
thair help, but the’ box factory is 
the worst offender. 
This open-shop outfit has been 
a festering sore here for many 
a long year. They supply shooks 
for egg cases and ether wooden 
packing cases to the big poultry 
and dairy product processing 


plants, and aré willing and plit 


ant tools’of the local big guns— 
ty pical ward- heelers without a 
ward, 

' Right now they are. engaged in 
a campaign of trying by shifting 
of personnel and other snide 
tricks, to beat down the wage 


Scale in their plant from 40 cents | 


to 30 cents per hour. 

This is engendering, the hostil- 
ity of the workers in their plant 
and considerable sentiment. for 
a unon.to stop this drive is be- 
ginning to be manifested: par- 
ticularly among the new 30-cent 
men, who feel ‘a better wage 
scale could be won by struggle. 

New Heart in Workers 

The winning of the maritime 
strike and the gains made by the 
CIO have put new heart into,the 
workers generally, which “js “be- 


ing reflected in the local ae 


ity of the workers here. 
‘Yours for blag and better 
unions, . 


‘California Man 
Injured in Spain 


MADRID—Robert, / Mersiman, 
former University of California 


“instructor and ‘graduate of the 


University of , Névada, . was 
wounded while fighting: for: the 


Spanish loyalists in command of' 
“the “Abraham? Lineoln Brigade,” the i 
car right in front of our door 


an American unit fighting on the 


_darama front southeast - “of Mar: 


dridy 


New York. . 


I might! 


the hatcheries and the Ba 


Merriman’s | lett ‘shite arta 
arm was struck iby splinters 
from a Fascist. shell. He was 
treated in a ‘base hospital head- 
‘Edward. Barsky ‘ofla. union, go Up 


gts € organiza 


On Patten ai uie 23, a 
well-attended meeting was held 
in Union League Hall at 8 p. m., 
represented by truck drivers of 
San Rafael, Petaluma and Santa 
Rosa, and some of the smaller 
towns of this area. | 

Majority Join Union 

A large majoriity of. drivers 

signed membership applications 


and were initiated into the un-. 


ion. As yet I do not know what 
the local. number here will be. 
This- branch will be affiliated 
with the American Federation 


‘of Labor. 

The warehousemeg of the 
Poultry Producers of: Central 
California, Petaluma, ‘also  or- 


ganized, admitting a iarge ma- 
jority to membership. 

This unionization in Petaluma 
is a severe blow to the open- 
shopper of anti-union policies, 
'many of whom have and are 
still dictating to the workers 
with imperialistic tyranny. 

New Era for Petaluma 

The inception of unions in this 
icity will mark a new era for 
‘the welfare of people in this 
community. The low wages be- 
ing paid here by various con- 
leerns (and wage-cutting of to- 
day) are retarding the growth 
and development of. this’ district. 

In contrast, there was an em- 
ployer-sponsored meeting earlier 
in- the week, held in the Poul- 
try Producers’ plant at. Petalu- 
ma, the object being to prevent 
the truck drivers and warehouse 
men from forming a real union. 

Anti-Unionist Meet 

This meeting was attended by 
P. P. managers and members 
of the P. P. board of directors, 
namely, Mr. Iver Pederson, Mr. 
Paulson, Mr. Nielson, Mr. John 
Berkstedt, Mr. Sam Smith, the 
P. P. local egg department man- 
ager—also Mr. McCorey, Santa 
Rosa P. P. director. 

A Mr. Langworthy, manager 
of the egg house of Nye and 
Nisson, now only a trade name 
and in reality serving the whole- 
sale. jobbers of New York City, 
aum and Gartner, and financed 
by Wall Street bankers, was 
present. 

The George P. McNear Co. 
was represented by Mr. George 
Murphy, their assistant manager. 
Mr. George Woodson, of the 
Poultry Producers’ Mill Dept., 
was also present. He is a_ mill 
boss and an American Legion 
member. A Mr. Floyd Baum- 
gartel seemed to be very sym- 
pathetic for the hard-pressed 
board of directors and stooges 
representing financial interests 
that are sucking the life’ blood of 
our people with their interest 
collecting, or rather extracting 
plan, from our labors, 

Against Peor Farmers 
Mr. John Lawler, the George 
P. McNear Ce. banker, got him- 
self a $14,000-a-year job in the}! 
Poultry Producers of \Central 
California, when they saw the 
chicken ranchers were deter- 
mined to..have an organization. 
He’: was: present, 

Rat Was Present 

‘A rat’in, the person of Clinton 
Miller“of Petaluma was also pre- |’ 
sent The slick rat’ was one of a 
committee that organized a num- 
ber of men in the P. P. feed 
mill, and subsequently they were 
discharged by this;same employ- 
er-stooge group named above. 
through this rat’s stool pigeon- 
ing. 
| This rat was not present a few 
nights later when the workers. 
» \jeined a real upion affiliated 
with the AFL. 

This employer group made 
threatening speeches, the sum of 
which amounted to trying to 


speeches were as follows: 
Drivers Didn’t Scare 
By ._ Dan. Smith: “You know, 
boys, when we had that troubie 
with the union in San Francisco, 
he railroad company spotted’ a 


without even asking for it? 
meant 


. This 
truck’ drivers. It didn. 


outsiders, | 


prevent unionization. Parts of the 


to intimidate 


‘Qther parts of speeches were, 
not to have, anything to do with 
if rand se, have : 


THAT’S WHAT Buron Fitts’ 


ay John Broman 


WESTERN 


indictment of 345 Douglas Air- 


craft sit-down strikers taught labor. 


LABOR AND POLITICS 


In California and Nationally 


* HOW A FARMER-LABOR PARTY WORKS will be of 


interest to all Western Worker 


readers, so here’s an item from 


The Minnesota Leader, organ of the Minnesota Farmer-Labor | 


Association: 

“Rank and file conrtol is 
to mold and design the policies 
of any organization. The Farmer- 
Labor Party owes its existence 
to the lack of this type of con- 
trol in the two old major par- 
ties in Minnesota. The only way 
to keep such control in the rank 
and file is through adding new 
members to your. local club. If 
there is no club in your com- 
munity we shall be glad to help 
you organize a unit. Do it to- 
day—” 

In case you’ve forgotten, the 
Minnesota, Farmer-Labor Party 
is represented by two U. S. Sen- 
ators, five. Representatives, Gov- 
ernor Benson, and a majority in 
both houses of the State Legis- 
lature. 


Farmer-Labor Democracy .. . 

At the Minneapolis Farmer- 
city convention held February 
27-28 with 500 delegates attend- 
ing. another example of how 
such a_ people’s party’ works 
was seen. The Minnesota Leader 
reports: 

“All aldermen previously en- 
dorsed .by the various wards 
were upheld by the convention 
with the exception of Edwin 
Hendricks of the sixth ward. 
Oppesition was not to the can- 
didacy of Hendricks but to the 
manner of choosing the candi- 
date by the ward club, which 
was not considered representa- 
ade of the entire ward by the 

utive committee. 

1] candidates were requested, 
to sign specially prepared’ state- 
ments agreeing to uphold and 
support the principles and plat- 
form of the Farmer-Labor ~As- 
sociation. The majority of can- 
didates have already signed these 
statements.” 

‘Democratic control of the As- 
sociation, and control of the can- 
didates by the people who put 
them in: office are cardinal prin- 
ciples of the Minnesota Farmer- 
Labor Party. 


No Communism, Gen. Johnson! 

Senator Nye’s bill to national- 
ize the munitions industry in 
the United States riles: General 
Hugh Johnson. It offends him 
from the top of his head 9 bis 
ptr heels. 


ers. come in and tell you what to 
do. Among the above group was 


name of Ealles, manager of the 
feed department of the P. P. 
in Petaluma. 


‘Warmoth Should Explain 


bankers to sweat out i 
their invested money. 


another prize slave driver by the} 


These ‘ above-mentioned prize 
jbirds represent a’ erosscut of 
Petaluma feed and egg depart-} 
ment ‘managers, employed bi Heo 


Perhaps Mr. Warmoth could h 


& 


the power of the membership 


The bill is “pure Communism” 
snorts the general. . 

We assure Johnson it is not 
Communism at all, but it is a 
swell idea. We suggest, in re- 
turn, that it is pure capitalist 
reaction to oppose such a Dill. 

The general’s heart bleeds for 
DuPont and Morgan. 


Note to Alaska 
Canners’ Union 
of Seattle 


By a Vegetable Worker 

HARTFORD, Wash.—In an ar- 
ticle from Seattle, Wash., writ- 
ten by an Alaska canner, were 
mentioned the names of the com- 
mittee for negotiations, including 
a party by the name of Frank 
Meneces. 4 

This party doesn’t happen to 
be the Meneces from Watson- 
ville, does he? 

If so, I feel it is my duty 
to warn the cannery workers, 
or whoever he is representing, 
to keep tab on him. They can 
find out plenty about! him, if 
he is the Meneces I have refer- 


ence to, by inquiring of rank and}. 


file members of the Fruit & 
Vegetable Workers Union at Sal- 
inas, California. 

He was one of the fakers that 
helped to Jose the strike down 
there last fall. I sincerely hope 
that if the man is the same, 
they don’t place too much con- 
fidence in him. 


L.A. Peoples Lobby 
Broadens Scope 


» LOS ANGELES—Making con- 
centrated efforts to broaden its 
campaign and: draw into its work 
professional workers and trade 
unions, the Southern California 
branch of the . California . Peo- 
ple’s Legislative Conference is 
conducting an intensive public- 
ity -drive to put through in the 
Legislature its “must” bills. | 
Among the bills upon which 


the “The So are. the follow- 
ing: i 


the Conference is expending its 
greatest efforts to put, through 


WORKER 


Progressive. “White 
Rats” Fight For | 
% Democracy 


By a Studio Worker 

HOLLYWOOQD—As you see, 
we need help here. We were 
sold out in a strike in 1933, one 
of the major strikes in the Unit- 
ed States, under Roosevelt. 
were out five .weeks, then gang- 
sters and labor racketeers came 
in and look over the union. We 
have had no voice since. 

We are paying $9 a month 
dues, are going to be assessed 
two per cent of our salary each | 
week. It is 100 per cent Fas-| 
cism all the way through. 


For Industrial Unionism 


Ninety-eight per cent of all 


studio workers want to join John. 


L. Lewis because the Interna-| 


tional Alliance 


.of Theatrical | 


State Employees is now aimost] 
a vertical industrial set-up, only 


the workers cannot control it. 

We have many ‘crafts within 
the IATSE, such as painters, car- 
penters, grips, electricians, prop 
makers, property men, green 
men, cameramen, -sound men, 
and many others. Besides, we 
have a studid basic agreement. 
Also, every Monday morning the 
Screen Actors’ Guild and other 
crafts meet for their mutual ben- 
efit. 

At Producers’ Mercy 
We are supposed to have a 


IATSE was closed January 2, 
1936. Our charter of Local 37 
was taken away from us after 
we had been out on strike for 
five weeks. | 

We are at the dictates of the 
producers, who are in cahoots 
with the top leadership of the 
IATSE. When John Lewis was 
suspended by the AFL, George 
Browne, our president, was elect- 
ed to fill Lewis’ post as vice- 


president. 
Something is rotten, some- 
where. Can you start working | 


towards our benefit and... wel- 
fare? I belong to the White*Rats, 
an organization that is growing 


fast among studio workers. The]. 
letter I enclose, submitting pro- || 


tests to President Browne against 


the two per cent assessment, is |. 


an éxample of how we are going 
at it. ‘ 
Asks Cooperation 

I did some work with long- 
shoremen in regard to actors 
carrying a union ticket, and 
twice have actors and ‘others 
been called off location ‘because 
they did not have a union card— 
Paramount Pictures and Colum- 
bia pictures. Now if the long- 
shoremen would cooperate with 
the White Rats, it will help, for 
at the present, due to settlement 
of the strike, we have to work 
with finks and scabs now who 
took our jobs. 

See what you can do for us in 
the way of concerted action and 
publicity. 

Racketeers in Labor 

Our labor leaders came from 
Chicago. Two factions fought for 
control of the top leadership of 
the IATSE. I believe Thomas 
Malloy was shot in Chicago over 
the dispute. 

You see, the dumb guys rob 
and hold up banks and oil sta- 
tions; but the wise guys, the 
racketeers and gangsters, now- 
adays seize hold of labor unions 
—it’s much easier. 


Browne gets $20,000 a year,| 


$100 a day expenses, smokes big 
cigars, ‘rides across the country, 
while a man in the studio is 
making $40 a week, pays $3 a 
month dues, two per cent assess- 
ment of weekly salary which 
would be 80 cents a week, about 
80 cents to Roosevelt's starvation 
impossible insecurity, $1 every 
time a member dies. 

Look: us--up, will you? 
‘me, but the White Rats. 


CAN WORKERS’ 
UNION FORCES 


PAY, INCREASE 


By a Can } ‘Worker 
SAN FRANCISCO — At a 


Not 


meeting last week of the Can c 


Workers’ Union, called for the 


putpose of voting on a walkout |-of 7 


the following day, a representa- 
tive of the employers offered 
the workers, men and» women, 


an increase of 10 cents per hour. | mak 
geting women ~ workers : 


Weln 


{ 


“Western” 


The’ urls i bornbeabla-<thn cooteel thie ts cuulig tare: 
so put your oar in today, and get going! — 


“Soviet Communism,” by Sidney: and Beatrice Webb, two 
volumes that sell at. $7.50, is the grand prise offered to the 
‘‘Western’s’’ worker. correspondents. 


Here are the rules: 
1. Your entry is a letter to the 


| Workers’ Correspondence Editor, 
| Western Worker, 121 Haight St., 


San Frane¢isco, telling what the 


your fellow. workers in factory, 
dock, ship, farm or neighbor* 
ood. : 

2. Letters must have name and 
address of writer. Names and 
addresses will NOT be published 
in the “Western.” 

3. Letters will be published 
fore time to time on this page; 
write them as long.as you please 
but we may have to condense 


|some of them for publication. . 


4. Letters must be postmarked 
before midnight, April 15, to be 
eligible. . 

If you think it’s hard’ to write 
such a letter, just. read the fol- 
lowing tips and find out how 
easy it is: 

1. Write up a story about 
some happering, issue, or gener- 
al conditions in the factory 
where you work, or in your un- 
ion; in the agricultural fields; in 
your farm area; or in your 
neighborhood. 

2. Send in your story to the 
Workers’ Correspondence) Edi 
and at the same time order a 
bundle, small or large as you 
can handle for sale or distribu- 
tion among your fellow workers 


or neighbors. 
clos#d shop. The charter of the] 


3. “Follow up” by contacting 


your fellow workers or neigh- 
‘bors to whom you have sold the 
“Western” containing your story, 
‘land asking them what they think 
‘of the 


“Western” and how it 
helps them in their day-to-day 
struggles. This last point will 
give you the best possible ma- 
‘terial to write about in your 
contest. letter. 

If you want advice or further 

suggestions, just write fhe Work- 
ers’ Correspondence Editor for 
full cooperation. 
Get out your pencil, or dip 
your pen in ink, and write your 
entry in this prize contest of a 
lifetime. On with the deluge! 


This Professor 
Needs to Get 
An Education! 


By a Worker Correspondent 


| YUMA, Ariz—At the March 
meeting of the Gadsden Farm 
Bureau, Gadsden, Ariz., Profes- 
sor Valentine, of the Arizona 
Extension Service, spoke on un- 
>mployment, strikes and labor 
roblems. 

| The professor thinks that 
strikes are detrimental to our 
society; that the farmers need 
better laborers; that unemploy- 
ment is so great the farmers 
should get farm help at a very 
low price. 


| Get Some Real Information 

I suggest he make the rounds 
with | our county physician into 
ie so-called homes, located in 

acks, tents, and even some liv- 
ing on ditch banks without even 
q roof over their heads. 

| If he would gather informa- 
ton real first-hand information 


n the farm labor question, let | 4 


- inquite into the average 
early earning of eagh farm 
nd, 


ly by labor. Farm produce is 
réality the product of: labor. 
Just suppose, Professor Valen- 


ek ‘comes into existence 


that you owned all pf!’ 


tine, 
Ya Valley, but no one would 


ork for you at all: Yeur stock |' 


would soon’ perish and the soil 
be a desert. waste. 

Compare with Soviet Union - 
ma professor, I suggest you 


ke thought of ‘the real cause 


greedy, profiteering Capitalist 


system, which tells the tener : 
pro- |; 
duce, and tells everyone what |, 
for Riss he buys. 


at he must take for his. 
he must 

that you 
agg in 9 


means to you and}. 


(esses (une ( cer (cen (aso { anos ( ra sm es ( ss ( (sms (cs (me ( 
a > » 


of the anxiety of the farmers|] 
and other workers. That is the} 


ams (mene {somos (anes (sera 4 semen (ena (creme (wre (ree ( cence 4 seers ( sem (amen | eet S serve 


Win First Grievances 
_As Exeter, Pixley — 
- Organizing 


Sceneenmmenmimme td 


By a Worker Correspondent. 3 


PORTERVILLE—The Workers .__ 


Aljiance’ set up a union here on 
March 3, and took a few new 
relief cases and two grievances 


‘Ito the relief office in Visalia 


Office Workers Toss 
Away “Vote No on 
19” Leaflets 


By a Worker Correspondent 


SAN FRANCISCO — On my 
way home from work on the 
evening pre sceding_our local elec- 
tion, I noticed, as I passed the 
classy One Eleven office build- 
ing on Sutter Sti, two men, 
poorly clothed yet resembling 
thugs rather than workers, hand- 
ing leaflets printed “vote no on 
19 (anti-picket repeal ordinance, 
which carried)” to the pale, 
tired office ‘workers. 


The “aristocrats of labor,” 
neatly dressed, (a large part: of 
their ‘skimpy wages goes for 
clothes to keep up appearances 
for their jobs) took the leaflets. 
Then, as they glanced at the 


yellow paper, they quickly threw 


them away in disgust on the 
sidewalk: 

They said nothing, but their 
grim, angry ‘countenances be- 
spoke a thunder of protest. 


Needless to say, the sidewalk 
was completely smothered with 
the discarded leaflets, and I saw 
the same sort of mess outside 
another building in the next 
block. What a job for the street 
cleaner! 

Wy don’t some CIO organi- 
zers get busy and unionize the 
office workers? There is a cry- 
ing need for unions among the 
office and store workers, which 
can best: be met by.the CIO 
large scale methods, 


TOLEDO, Ohio.—A--two-week 
sit-down strike ended when the 
Conklin Pen Co, granted a 40- 
hour week and wage increases. 
The CIO led the strike. 


on March 4. 


As soon as the drones in’ the - 3 


office found out for sure that 
we had set up a union, they. 
came to life and put our casés 
ahead of about 50 other cases, 
In all these cases, they were\ 


told they. would be investigated | oe 


in three days. 

Qne case which needed help 
immediately received . an $11 
grocery order on any store in 
Porterville. 


Shows Alliance Value 


We let one single man go by 
himself as. a non-union man, 
against two single men that are 
union, for a test of thé union’ S 
reaction on the SRA. The non- 
union. man was turned down 
flat and was told they couldn't 
do a thing for him, whilé the 
two union men were promised 
a’ visitor’s investigation in three 
days and surplus commodities. 

You can see the discrimination 
between union and non-union, 
sO we are looking forward to 
to a large union. 

A letter of “residence veri- 
fication” was handed the union 
head from the SERA of) Visalia, 
that was written on March 1 
and got to Porterville on March 
8. That SERA office sure needs 
a good dose of the speed-up 
system. 


} Fwo More Branches Organizing 


The workers in ~-Exeter and 
Pixley are organizing a Workers’ 


‘Alliance union. The Porterville 


Branch will send a delegate to 
these places to help them get 
organized, 

By these unions having A darge 
majority of agricultural work- 
ers, it will be a wonderful op- 
portunity to organize an Ag- 
ricultural Workers’ Union. 


Send in news of your union. 


OAKLAND 


DINNER—CHICKEN 
AND DUMPLINGS 
5:30-8 p. m, 


March 27 thes 


Frank Spector Speaker 


Dinner and Admission—50c 
Admission for Program—25c 
ODD FELLOWS HALL 


11th and Franklin Streets 
‘AUSPICES PRESS COMMITTEE 
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: - Recent the executive ‘board re- 
ey ; svi |ruptive tactics which thwarted 
jj any action on January 30. and 


ot 120. 105. 
~< Chairman Sherman, flaunting 
refused 


“Not Pbedahe in ‘i 
“Outlawing” r 


“Che story belor below may lhe ali 


Centon but ‘it is of ‘great 
‘importance in-showing the senti- 
ment of the rank and file for 
the organization of the unorgan- 


ized, a sentiment which made it |. 


impossible. to declare the Doug- 
las. Aircraft strike outlaw.) . 

.LOS ANGELES—At the Cen- 
- tral Labor Council meeting -Fri- 
day, March: 5, a report of the 
Council ‘Executive Board. declar- 
‘ing the Douglas sit-down - strike 


an.outlaw strike and refusing it 
any Support was overwhelmingly | 


rejected ‘by a vote of 120-105. 
AN]: visitors were asked to leave 
the Council hall after a motion: 
put forward by Secretary. J. W. 
Buzzell, calling for executive ses- 


Sion had been adopted) by the. 
‘delegates. 


.The. secretary then read the 
report of the executive board, 


~~ Which dealt with the question of 


- Supporting the Douglas sit-down 
strikers. Under this head Buz- 
-zell read a letter from William 
' Green, president of the Ameri- 


-. @an Federation of «Labor. ‘ 
Calling the CIO a “dual or-| 


_ ganization” and “hostile to the 
AFL,” 
Snow the labor. movement has 
got to draw the line” and call- 


img upon all AFL bodies—Cen- 
- tral 
-_. Federations—“to refuse to give 
2 any aid, support, or comfort to 


Labor Councils and State 


any CIO organizations.” 

After réading the letter from 
Green, which forcefully demon- 
strated the splitting tactics of 
the president, the executive 
board report declared the Doug- 
las strike an outlaw strike, at- 
tacked. | the leadership, and re- 
fused the strikers any support. 

Indignant Protest 

-Heated and lively discussion 
_immediately arose as a-result of 
this report. Many delegates in- 
dignantly protested what one 
delegate termed a “battle cry to 
split the labor movement.” 


~~-s- Delegates Gillette of the Mu- 


sicians’ Union, Reed of the Stu- 
dio - Painters, Pellman of the 
Millmen’s’ Union, and many 
others arose to speak against 


| the report 4nd to urge unity: 
Jawithin the ranks of the labor 


Fhovement. 
~ Stating that “the defeat of 
this strike would. be a defeat 


for the whole labor movement,” 


<9 8ther Pellman said: “The AFL 
ha&S- as great a stake in this as 
thé CIO. If we would go for- 


- ward to make Los Angeles a 100 


> per cent union town, we must 
‘Support this strike.” 

This issue was not one of dis- 
doyalty to the AFL, he said. “It 
is ‘my loyalty to the AFL that 


Thakes me take the position that 


@ defeat in this strike would be 


the letter declared that 


a. serious defeat to the Los An- | 


geles labor movement. 
‘ “Are we going to twiddle our! 


thumbs ‘about jurisdiction, when | ” 


thousands of workers on’ the 
. picket line. are asking for our 
onomtae 
Buzzell and Lewis 

~In speaking for the Execu- 
tive Board’s report and against 


‘support of the strike, Secretary 
_ “Buzzell 


bitterly attacked the 
Jeadership: of the strike—a strike 
which he termed “alleged” and 


, “outlaw. i 


~To support this strike, he de- 
Marea. would be to “support 
‘everything foreign to the-Am- 
erican Federation of Labor.” 
Attacking John L. Lewis, CIO 
pen: Buzzell claimed that the 
utomobile strike settlement in 
Flint was a “betrayal of thé in- 
Boke net of the auto workers.” 
‘inally a motion was made to 


“motion “carried with a vote 


einekeresic. ‘procedure; 
to recognize a motion to support 
the strikers, wera on ict the 


, 


ti ing bor oo 


RAILROAD -unions are de- 
manding a 20 per cent wage 
increase, which the railroad 
companies, with tremendously 
increased profits, can well af- 
ford. to pay. Above is A. F. 
Whitney, president of the, 
Brotherhgod of Railway Train- 
me whose union joins in this 
- demand. 


0%. EAST BAY BAY 


UNIONS FAVOR 


A LABOR PARTY 


. OAKLAND—Despite attempts 
of. reactionaries to block pro- 
gressive political action, the Ala- 
meda County Non-Partisan Poli- 
tical Federation is making strides 
toward furthering the initiative 
and influence of labor in the 
coming municipal elections, April 
20. 

Since last fall, when the Fed- 
eration decided to reconvene 
Jan. 16, 1937, to decide on action 
in this’ campaign, 


ing slated for March ‘13, several 
“ignificant advances can be not- 
ed. Be 

A Platform For Labor 


The resolutién passed by the 


‘Central Labor Council preceding 


January 16 meeting which called 
for independent political. action, 
laber slate and jabor program, 
foreshadowed the Federation de- 
velopment, which was climaxed 
on February 20, when .approx- 
imately half the delegates re- 
corded themselves in favor of 
this action. A close majority for 
the -reactionaries forestalled la- 
bor’s independent -.action and a 
breakaway from old-line politics. 

Progressives in the Federation, 
which includes the Alameda 
County Central Labor and Build- 
ing Trades Councils and the Rail- 
road Brotherhoods, are now 
fighting for a platform express- 
ing the immediate needs of labor 
and the endorsement* of only 
those candidates who commit 
themselves to this program. At 
the March. 13 Federation meet- 
ing, steps will be taken so these 
fundamental positions for labor 
‘may be gained as a basis for 
further political action and for 
assurance of representation of 
labor’s interests in city govern- 
ment, 

Fingers of both Republican| 
and~Democratic Parties stretch 
with interest into the workings 
of the Federation. The dominant 
Oakland machine,’the Mike Kel- 
ly Republican group, controls the 
incumbent city council.“ James 
Quinn, editor of the Eastbay 
Labor Journal (Céntral Labor 
Council organ) and a member of 
the Council; is the link between 
Kelly and the labor movement. 
Although Quinn supported Roose- 
velt in 1936, today he professes 
dissatisfaction: with -the: Admin- 
istration and supports the poli- 
tics. of his Republican cohorts. 

; Showing Their Colors 

In F leration , meetings, Quinn 
and the ieutenants of the Kelly 
machine—Wm. Tyrell, G.A. Sil- 
verthorn, Wm. Morris — have 
shown their colors by their dis- 


by their concentration of known 
reactionaries on February 20. 
Quinn is now active among his 
friends and officials of several 
unions, obtaining their endorse- 
ment of his candidacy as: bor’s 
representative on the city coun- 

A Quinn - for - Councilman 


the ‘most réfctionary an- 


: Sifting TI The Truth 


itself. But also, a new and quite 


——— 


Bearing Co, employers for/ 
purpose of side-tracking deter- 


mon evidently is not aware: 


until today, ! 
with the next Federation rheet-! 


‘In 
ithe old-line parties recognize the 


| workers their fyndamental rights 


"BEARING CASE 


‘From Falsehoods 
In East Bay 
OAKLAND—In the lock-out 


of workers of the National Motor 
Bearing Co, history repeats 


interesting phase of labor strug- 
gle has developed. 

In the matter of history re- 
peating itself, we again wit- 
ness the splitting tactics of a 
reactionary .union official. This | 
time it is Business. Agent Ver- 
non, Auto Mechanics, Local 1546. 

Same Slanderous Attacks 

Summoned by National Motor 

the 


mined organizational efforts of 
employees, Vernon and- an’ un- 


recognized accomplice directed 
a vituperative attack .on the 
Federal Labor’ Union, .:terming 


it an ‘outlaw’ organization and 
urged workers to join an AFL 
union. That Federal Labor Union 
is affiliated with the AFL, Ver- 


- Vernon is the business agent] 
who contrived with at least one 
known garage owner to deprive 
a union mechanic from receiving 
time-and-a-half for overtime. 

‘(The temper of his reception 
is expressed in the indignant 
statement of workers: ‘Vernon 
has a lot of gall, waiting till 
we organize, then coming around 
and trying to split us up!” 

Repeating his Hitlerite tactics 
of the USL strike, Capt. Brown, 
Eastern Police Station, forced 
out a- committee of workers 
headed by Frank -Slaby, Pres- 
ident United Automobile Work- 
ers, Local 76, from the office 


bitions center on the state ad- 


ministration. They nominated 
Gene Gaillac, Electrical Work- 
-@rs business agent, who has 


aligned himself with progressive 
positions Within the labor move- 
ment in the past. Gaillac repre- 
sents their overture to labor and 
their awareness of the demands 
for progressiveness by labor 
generally. | 
Half of Unions on Record 

The situation within the De- 
mocratic Party is not rosy, how- 
ever. John V. Lewis, McAdoo’s 
right-hand man here, has expres- 
sed opposition to the Democratic | 
slate and his support of the in- 
cumbents. This, of course, re- 
presents the fight of McAdoo 
forces for control of this com- 
mittee. In a further move, some 
60 Defhocratic clubs, under lead- 
ership of H. Beldensen, former 
Alameda councilman, are meet- 
ing to protest the action of the 
Sherwood committee. 

The situation today finds al- 
most half the unions in the Fed- 
eration on. record for independ- 
ent political action. Nearly all 
unions have dis¢ussed the ques- 
tion. That independent action 
was not taken at this time is 
due to the feverish activities of 
reactionaries and machine poli- 
ticians to avert it. But progress 
is reflected in the frantic man- 
euvers of these reactionaries. 

With adoption of a program 
expressing immediate needs of 
labor and progressives generally, 
the Federation will be able to 
assure itself that candidates who 
tie themselves to this program 
will represent the interests of 
labor. 

The Republicans are interested 
in maintaining control over the 
city, while the Democrats, are 
job-hungry and plan an active 
partisan campaign. Both prefer 
the traditional policy that the 


Federation has pursued—that of 


endorsing certain candidates who 
profess sympathy with labor or 
who perhaps are not quite as 
bloodily reactionary as the other. 
their growing banklupteys|, 


movement for a breakaway from 
their machines. eir politics, 
therefore, have been to avoid 
alienation - of labor’s’ sympathy 
by using connecting links in He 
labor*movement. 
But, labor knows, that the ad- 
ration’s anti-labor’ bias is 
‘in its refusal to guarantee 


ee orga lize, to strike and picket, 
¥ its neglect of considering 
any progressive legis- 


. Democratic Party 


urer. 


the dance program. 


ers’, 


sons, 


Clerks i in- Chico : 
(Butte County) © 


CHICO—Retail ‘store clerks 
prepared to present employers 
ith demands for better work- 
ng conditions, including shorter 
ours and possibly higher wages. 
Officers, elected after a series 
of meetings, are: Herbert Walk- 


er, president; Henry Ajlen, vice- 


president;. Maurice Murphy, sec- 
retary, and Orville Giles, treas- 


Many of the clerks are com- 
pelled to work, as high-as 14 


hours daily, leaders charged. The 


umit will apply for'.a charter to 
affiliate with the National Asso- 


ciation of Retail Clerks, 


L. A. Carpenters in 
Solidarity Bond. 


LOS ANGELES — Local - 25, 
Carpenters’ Union, has: stretched 
out the hand of fellowship to the 
Millinery Workers’ organization 
drive to make Los Angeles a 100 
ver cent union town for the ‘mil- 
liners. 
The Carpenters purchaseq 20 
tickets to the Milliners’ big 
dance and, furthermore, came 
across with $20 for an “ad” in 
4 
Get in touch with the Millin- 
524 South Spring Street, 
phone VAndike 3364, and come 
to their dance to be held Satur- 
day night, April 24. 
Brother Roberts, the business 
agent, and the girls, deserve the 
support of all the workers. 


of the firm. 


Enter Capt. Brown 


The brutally inclined Brown 
entered the NMB Co. waiting 
room and yiciously growled at 
the committee awaiting an in- 
terview with the © employers: 
“What are youse guys doin’ here? 
Youse ‘guys are locked-out, so| 
get out before I arrests the lot 
of you!” 2 

No accusing finger was pointed 
at the grievance committee seat- 
ed in that anteroom, so by 
what right did the aspiring Hit- 
ler. of Oakland enter a private 
establishment and order the com- 
mittee to leave? Under whose 
orders does Capt. Brown work, 
the employers’ or those of the 
tax-paying citizens who- pay his 
wages? Perhaps the bosses pay 
more. In that event, let Brown 
get out — resign — and work 
in the capacity of private rat. 

A few months ago, a petition 
was circulated, demanding 
Brown’s immediate removal be- 
cause of his liberty \- crushing 
drive against USL strikers. 


The Labor Council wants him 
removed. 


A two-day old worker in Bear- 
ing plant, Frank Gruder, is cir- 
culating among the workers for 
the purpose, as he himself ad- 
mits, of learning the sentiment 
and spirit of the locked - out 
workers, Questioned by vigilant 
pickets, he referred them to two 
foremen and one stock- noe: 
for credentials. 


The Motor Bearing workers 
had not planned strike action, 
as the lying Hearst Enquirer 
and Knowland Tribune stated. 
They were, however, fast organ- 
izing into the Federal Labor 
Union. With the co-operation of 
Business Agent Vernon, the em- 
ployers hoped to prevent their 
employees from doing so. It was 
my’ privilege, however, to wit- 
ness the signing of at least 
three union applications within 
a period of five minutes on Mon- 
day morning, when the John- 
D.O.,A.S. and L. A. respec- 
ively, were still wearing their 
night caps. fs ‘ 


‘SOME OF THE THINGS THAT LED TO THE AIRCRAFT STRIKE IN DOUGLAS C 


By E. B. 
SANTA MONICA—A few side 


glances at the conditions that led 
to the sit-down strike in Cali- 


fornia’s . largest aircraft factory 


easily explains the holiday. spir- 


it that exists among the aircraft 
workers in Santa Monjca. 
All the smotildering hatred for 


ithe *company and the system 


which has so systematically rob- 
bed the workers of. their real 


wages for years, has burst inte: 


flame. . 
Could No. Longer Stand it 
Men who have so ‘long been 
repressed and silent, afraid to 
say a word against the rotten- 


3. |ness that existed “in the plant 

‘| because the spy system and “the 
‘|blackmailing tactics of the in-}. 
.|famious . company. union meant 
jalmost certain. discharge for such |i 
‘re-}an act, how openly ‘and with: all)’ 
tien | th ng ab & 


Make Demande 


Vic. ‘Joktizen . Ba % 


Bill Sponsored By 
Labor Defense 


That the Modesto boys are in- 
terested in labor’s:fight for | civil 
rights is seen’ from a letter by 
Vic Johnson to the International 
Labor Defense: | 


California State Prigon 
San Quentin, Calif, 
International Labor Defense, 
1005 Market St:, San i as 
Friends: 

The Modesto. defendants have 
been informed that there is to 
be introduced shortly into |Con- 
gress a bill, sponsored by the 
‘ternational Labor Defense, the 
National Committee for the De- 
fense of Political Prisoners and 
other liberal and labor groups, 
to create a special status for 
labor and political prisoners. 


Rights for Labor Prisoners 


Besides establishing a distinc- 
tion between those imprisoned, 
as the result of criminal | pur- 
suits and those incarcerated for 
political beliefs or labor activi- 
ties, the bill is to provide  spe- 
cial privileges, including freedom 
of mail from censorshop, the 
right to have visitors at all 
reasonable hours, to have books 
and literature of their own choos- 
ing, to wear civilian clothes, if 
so desired, and other privileges 
now denied labor and _ political 
prisoners confined in institutions 
established primarily for those 
of criminal pursuits and | ten- 
dencies. 7 

As .a labor prisoner, may I 
extend to you my thanks for 
your efforts on my behalf and 
for others who are now or who 
|may be in my present. predica- 
| ment? 

Labor and the minority ' poli- 
tical’ parties are not asking too 
much when they seek to change 
the status of the imprisoned vic- 
tims of the class struggle from 
that of medievally-treated ¢crim- 
inals to a state bordering on 
modern tolerance and humani- 
tarian principles. The bill de- 
serves the support of every class 
conscious worker and every 
friend of labor and champion 
of political freedom. 


Fraternally yours, | 
Vic Johnson, 58032 
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Expose Buck As 


Enemy of Labor 


By a Worker Correspondent 


VACAVILLE — Enclosed you 
will find a clipping from the 
Vacaville Reporter, the local pa- 
per. In it you will see the po- 
sition our. reactionary congress- 
man, Frank H. Buck, takes on 
the Supreme Court issue, attack- 
ing the plan to curb the court. 


Of course, we, are not a bit 
surprised, as his record has) been 
one of the most reactionary of 
all California congressmen. 

As he always posed as a friend 
of labor and has managed to get 
the support of reactionary labor 
leaders, especially around elec- 


tion’ time, I think it is timely 


we start exposing this rat that 
poses as a friend of labor and 
a liberal Democrat, when jhe is 
actually in the: employ of the 
Liberty League ‘and of the reac- 
‘tionary Associated Farmers. 

It’s also timely to start build- 
ing a Farmer-Labor Party. 


“Yeah, they kept promising me 


a raise, and just when I was: 


transferred me to another job 
at “forty.” You hear that from 


supposed to get gino they 


song of the striking workers. 
~ “They made me teach a kid to 
rivet and then gave him my job 
at fifteen cents an hour less than 
they paid me. Now me and’ the 
wife and kids are back on relief, 
you touldn’t live on their damn 
lousy pay, let alone save enough 
to keep off relief.” -That is an- 
other one that is heard loud and 
often and it is always followed 
with: “Well, I've « joined 


to “work!” ’ 
“Union From. Now On 1” 
se got the ax- for 


back 


un- 


king 


y [mi 


-|Local 25 feels 


all sides, it is practically a theme 


the} 
union, . They'll see ae I a 


- fanny out because. ps 
By God! we're goifig: her 


Pea | 
o. Oil Workers 


thea: Okla.—Members — of 
a Intl. Assn. of Oil Field, Gas 
\| Well and Refinery Workers of 
| America employed by the Mid- 
Continent Oil Corp. , have over- 
whelmingly voted in three sep- 
‘arate| meetings to empower their 
negotiations committee to call/e 
them out on strike if necessary. 
"The company employs about 
1,300 workers. 
manding recognition. 

The Tulsa meeting gave an en- 
thusiastic rising vote to “back up 
the negotiations committee 100 
per cent.” At Drumright, union 
employes of the company pro- 
duction, pipeline and_ gasoline 
departments voted -unanimously 
to answer a strike call if one 
were issued. About 80 per cent 
of the» union employes ‘in - the 
Wewoke area voted to empower 
the negotiations e¢ommittee to 
issue a strike order. 


Shaw Commission 
Cn L.A. Teamsters 


LOS ANGELES—Mayor Frank 
L. Shaw’s much publicized com- 
mission to solve the problems 
between the Teamsters’ Union 
and the truck. owners in San 
Pedro, was finally announced 
after all pickets had been with- 
drawn from the harbor area. 

Those on the commission are: 
Adolph Hoch, past president of 
'the “State Fedération of Labor 
and vice president of the may- 
or’s Board of Works; John C. 
Austin, past president of the 
Chamber of Commerce; and the 
Reverend Willsie Martin, pastor 
of the Wilshire Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, 


Carpenters Think 
They Can Sudge 


LOS ANGELES — Carpenters 
locgl 25 recently rescinded the 
old law that any delegate, del- 
egation, or outside speaker must 
obtain credentials from the Cen- 
tral Labor Council or the Cam 
penters’ District Council before 
being permitted to address Local 
25 


This action was taken because 
it is intelligent 
enough to do its judging of 
who will or who won’t address 
them. 

A hearty welcome is extended 
to any and all speakers. 


Fort Bragg Held in 
Bondage by Union. 
Lumber Company 


- By a Farmer 


FORT BRAGG — The Union 
Lumber Company fought ° good 
roads and kept them out of Fort 
Bragg for years, simply that the 
people might be held in bondage, 
compelled to buy from the com- 
pany store and to haul freight 
over their railroad. 

Fort Bragg has been and is 
yet to a great extent an example 
of how a town—its politics, so- 
cial activities and people—can be 
held in bondage bya Wall Street 
satellite for profit. 


Ss tarved to Death 


SACRAMENTO—The body of 
an unidentified man, obviously: 
dead from starvation and expos- 
uré, was found in a Southern 
Pacific box car. near Elverta. The 
man had been dead about two 
days, = aa 


who. would have’ thought Bob 
Jones would turn out to be an 
organizer—and he’s signed up 
150, suys today.” 

“The cheap skates, they didn’t 
give us any Christmas present. 4s 

“No, no Christmas _ present. 
And. prosperity supposed . to be 
here, too.” 

Mo ou dopes! You oughta be 
glad. Now we can buy our-own 
presents and pick ’em out our- 
selves.” This pal is always 
around to straighten out the sen- 
timental | friends ;who wanted. a 

one turkey. 

A Bronze Bust 
“ny magine them having 


the 


glas and me with my 


te cloties Td 


. Vote on Strike 


The union is de- 


e to make us put out for} 
monze jbust of our dear boss 


* even]. 
oe help} 
age : 


“Point of C Order” 
~ ATRADE UNION COLUMN 


by Slim 


OU’VE HEARD and you'll ‘be hearing a lot of charges being 
flung by reactionaries to the effect that the CIO has been a. 
dual union mov¢ment from the start. 


Hen’s teeth\may be scarce, 


but still searcer is ; anything in 


the AFL constitution which illegalizes the setting up of 2 com- 
mittee in the AFL to speed organizing of the unorganized. 

If you want to know who fosters dual unionism, call to mind 
some of the more recent actions of Wililam Green and the AFL 


executive. council, 
The United Textile Workers 


over the textile industry. So long 


as a feeble and decrepit Green- 


like sort of president, McMahan, 
kept the UTW the shell of a 
union, the Executive Council was 
content. 


Now that the UTW, under the 
CIO program has organized close 
to 200,000 workers, and is about 
to organize the entire south, 
the Executive Council has: char- 
tered two new textile  interna- 
tionals, ‘something the cat drug 
it. 

One has been dignified with 
the name of the Lace Spinners 
International,. the second Inter- 
national Union of Spinners, Both 
have been confined to © small 
areas in New England, and have 
in the past consistently fought 
the AFL and refused to enter 
it. 

Is: that dual unionism, 
dual unionism? 


or is it 


Even Too Raw For 
Company Union 


RAFFICKING with organiza- 

tions which have consistently 
fought the AFL seems to be 
pa “kosher” with the AFL 
Executive Council nowadays. 
‘ Despite a first denial, Green sent 
John P. Frey, president of the 
© | metal trades department, to’ 
‘Pittsburgh to offer the Executive | 
Council’s services to the Car- 
negie-Illinois Steel Corporation’s 
er oe outfit, a 


l 


company union. 

Be it noted that here again 
Green’s action came after the 
Amalgamated Assn. of Iron, Steel 
and Tin Workers had signed up 
close to 200,006 workers, and 
had, with CIO backing, obtained 
a U. S. Steel agreement. 

Even the cempany union of- 
ficials can’t stomach Green and 
Frey, for they rejected the Ex- 
ecutive Council’s offer. 


What the CIO Did 
and Didn’t Do 


ID the CIO executive board 

decide the other day to pull 

locals or labor councils out of 
the AFL? 

It did not. 

The CIO plans to issue certi- 
ficates of affiliation to national, 
international, state, regional, city 
central and local groups “when- 
ever it is deemed such action 
is advisable.” 

The CIO executive specifically 
explains that: this wilk apply 
merely to CIO unions and locals 
expelled by the executive coun- 
cil or to labor bodies expelled 
as in Ohio and Maryland, for re- 
fusing to endorse Green’s order 
to eject the CIO unions. 


No new federation has been 


formed. The ‘line of progres- 
sives: in. the trade unions still 
remain, first to prevent the 


split from widening; ‘to balk 
every attempt to expel unions; 
to fight to file any orders from 
Green calling for expulsion or 
clearing the way for expulsion; 
to call on the Executive Council 
of the AFL to rescind any ex- 
pulsion orders or any letters 
like that of Green paving the 
way for expulsion. 

And the fight for reinstate- 
ment of the CIO unions ona 
basis of the CIO program of or- 
ganizing the unorganized in the 
mass production industries still 
remains in force. 


everybody. We will all stick 
with you to the last ditch. Keep 


up the spirits. And‘don’t molest: 


any property, the stoolies will 
try to get you to. The rats!” 

From the sidelines, plenty of 
these: ... 
‘Tll lose my car, but nuts! 
rll buy a new one when we win 
the strike.” It is always “when; ” 
never “if,” 

Watch Out for Tricks 
“My wie, Says she will konk 


tries to get her to help break 
‘the. strike like Roberts said he 
might. Wea se 

“We want to watch out for 
those tricky letters: the com- 
pany will send out, too.” . 
And listen to the women; 
“I'm sick of. trying. to live on 


the fdreman! with a skillet if he 
comes ‘around to the house and} 


what the company, pays. We can 


has always had full eee 


Beat Attempt to 
Regulate Pickets. 


SAN FRANCISCO — An at- 
tempt by Fred West, of the Win- 
dow Cleaners, who likes to pose 
as a progressive, to undo the 
effects of the repeal of the anti- 
picket law was squashed effec- 
} 


tively by the Central Labor 
Council last Friday night. 

West introduced a_ resolution 
calling for the setting up of 
rules and regulations by the ex- 
ecutive commttee governing — 
picketing for all unions. 

Tabled By Delegates / 

The resolution was tabled by 
138 to 101. 

Delegate Watson’ of _ Culinary 
Workers’ Miscellaneous’ Union 
110 aptly describeq the resolu- 
tion as an attempt “to give us 
another set of laws after we 
have gotten rid of one set.” 

Delegates Kidwell, Ernst, Lot- 
ti and Palacios were among 
jthose to favor the West resolu- 
‘tion. 


Garment Cutters: 
Strike is Solid 


SAN FRANCISCO—Cutters of 
the United Garment Workers’ 
Union are solid in their strike 
for a $42 weekly scale. 


- Some years back the cutters 
had been reduced from $42 to 
$23.80 per week. Since then va- 
rious restorations have been 
made, up to $32.50. 


In January of this year thein- ~ 
ternational. signed an agreement 
with the manufacturers for a 
complete restoration of all cuts. 
The present strike resulted from 
the refusal of local manufactur- 
ers to pay more than the $35 
national minimum. 


Court Rejects 7 
Labor Act Attacks 


WASHINGTON The U.S. 
Supreme Court is on the run, 
The. steady . growth of support 
behind President Roosevelt’s S$ pro- 
posals to increase the court re- 
sulted in Court’s refusal Monday 
to consider seven new cases at- 
tacking ‘the constitutionality of 
the National Labor Relations 
Act. 

One of the cases pajected was 


act ee aes SSS Ny Se RISE ee a a eo Rees ee ED Se Tre re en he de 


an attack made by the Bethle-. 
hem Shipbuilding Corp. involv- 
ing its San Francisco works. 

> 4 
Denton, Hurt in 


Crash, Impfoving . 


SAN FRANCISCO—Seriously 
injured “when his automobile 
struck a street car, Warren G. 
Denton, Warehousemen’s. Union 
president, was reported “some- 
what improved” by St. Joseph 
Hospital doctors. 

Denton suffered a fracture of 
the skull and other injuries ‘in 
the accident. 


eo; 


PANY 


pay on Frank’s salary. A swell 
way to live, no conveniences— 
nothing. 1 would like to live 
like a human being. Frank is a 
skilled worker, i it doesn’t 
mean. anything when you are 
working for Douglas.” . 

“What wouldn’t I give for a 
Frigidaire!” 

“When we win the iaiike, I 
am ‘going to buy a mattres$ and 
some springs, Our bed is like a 
hammock.” : 

“Junior is going to help us 
picket, too. I have promised 
him a ride in a real airplane like 
his daddy builds, after we win 
the. strike—-oh, of course he 
won't get the airplane ride until 
‘we get caught up on food, 
clothes, tires for the. old car.” 


a collected a be! load of 


